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Clutches, flywheels, cranes, PSV, truck, plant, driye 
plate re-corking, friction material, dry and oil immersed 
friction specialists, custom clutch service and 
Technical advice 




Belonging to Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service, 
this is a lovely Leyalnd Fire Engine, and the 
clutch has a rare ‘vented’ pressure plate, and 
has been fully restored including our engineers 
creating a new vented plate together with a 
new flywheel wear plate and fully restoring 
the drive plate, including the addition of HD1 
friction. The clutch cover also received 100% 
new coil springs and pins, with levers being 
reworked and hardened. 


www.narcolepsy.org.uk 



Holders of major Bus, Coach, Crane and Truck fleet contracts 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfreld Works, V3 search 

E ‘truckfix 

Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN clutches’ 
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6 More Colours 

Ron Henderson tells us about fire 
appliances in a range of colours - other 
than just red. 

10 New Age Travellers 

John Greeves looks at the colourful 
vehicles used by these travellers with 
pictures from Dave Fawcett. 

17 Lorries of My Acquaintance 

Michael H C Baker tells us about lorries 
which he encountered early in his life. 

22 Caught in Time - Another Helping 

More of Allan Bedford's pictures of 
vehicles which have disappeared from 
our roads in the last few years. 

28 Publish and be Damned - Part 6 - 

The Specialist Suppliers 

Malcolm Bates with more in-house 
publications, this time from companies 
behind the scenes,which nevertheless 
made a valuable contribution. 

34 Scenes Past - Agricultural Transport 

Mike Forbes brings us more pictures from 
the Chris Hodge'Stilltime' Collection 
featuring the vehicles used for a variety 
of roles in connection with farming. 

40 Upcycling - Second Lives for 
Matadors 

Ian Young looks at more ex-military 
vehicles, starting with these World War II 
AECs. 


44 A Century of Southdown Motor 
Services 

Malcolm Wright continues with his 
series looking at the history of the 
bus and coach company with the aid of 
100 photographs. 

52 Coca Cola Bedfords 

Stuart Spandler looks back to his youth 
in Hull and some lorries he encountered 
there. 

54 Model Roadscene - What’s New 

Mike Forbes looks at the new releases 
from Oxford Diecast and Exclusive First 
Editions. 

57 The Sicilian Job 

Graham Dungworth lets his imagination 
run free after finding an interesting 
model car. 

60 Rally Round-up 

Our regular contributors look back to a 
selelction of autumn rallies. 

66 Book Reviews 

Some publications which will be of 
interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 

67 Scene & Heard 

Your letters commenting on recent 
articles and much more... 

73 Next Month - what's in the next issue.. 

74 Tailscene - Revolution 

A street scene featuring a revolutionary 
vehicle and much more. 
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Sat 9am-5pm Sun 9.30am-4pm 


Adult £12.50 at gate, Advance £10 

Weekend £20 at gate, 
Weekend Advance £15 
Weekend Camping (3 NIGHTS) 

£50 Advance, £60 at show 
Admits 2 adults into the event. 
Under 15s free. Dogs on leads welcome. 
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• Large Auction sale by HJ Pugh 
call 01531631122 orwww.hjpugh.co.uk 
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• Classic Truck and Van Display (Sun only) 
•Vintage Sortout and Sparesday 
• Charity tractor road run into the 
Malvern hills 


Discounted Advance tickets 

BIN ONLINE 
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Tel: 016974 51882 
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70th anniversary display 
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giftware, books & literature 
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Here’s a historic picture from the Steven-Stratten Vintage Roadscene Photographic Library, which ties in with last month’s Tailscene. It shows the front of the 
Regal Cinema in Oxford Road, Manchester, seen in last month’s picture. Action man, Alan Ladd, was starring in the film ‘Two Years Before the Mast’ back in 
1947. Meanwhile, this Maudslay ML7 coach, FV 2358 (Blackpool, 1931), from the fleet of Robert Hackett, Carter Street, Manchester, is parked outside, covered 
in posters against the nationalisation of road transport. Hackett was a member of the Road Haulage Association and, with D R Strange, on the staff of the 
RHAatthe time, was obtaining signatures for a petition to the House of Commons - unsuccessful, of course. Note the granite setts and tram lines in the 
foreground. 


F irstly, as this issue will appear in 
the middle of December, a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year to 
everybody. As far as our interest in 
old vehicles and related subjects 
is concerned, 2015 has been a good year 
all round. Let's hope that next year is as 
good, and also that the general situation 
throughout the world improves to match. 

I've always said that having a hobby is a good 
thing and more people ought to take one 
up. When did you last see anybody coming 
to blows over whether an ERF or Foden is 
better? 

You'll probably noticed that we have up¬ 
dated our'masthead'on the cover. The idea is 
to make the magazine stand out more on the 
magazine racks in the shops, so you can find 
it easier. I hope you like it. 

I have been asked to point out that the 
Tractor World shows, which are sponsored 
by our publisher, Kelsey Media, at Malvern, 
on February 27/28th, and at Newbury, on 
October 8/9th, will include a display of classic 
trucks and vans on the Sundays, so they will 
be of interest to our readers, along with the 
Classic Commercial shows at Malvern on 
April 9th, Oswestry, Shropshire in September 
and Donington on October. We will have 
more information on these in future issues. 

Meanwhile, the The Heritage Motor Centre, 
the Gaydon home of the British Motor 


Industry Heritage Trust, currently closed for a 
major refurbishment and the completion of 
the additional Collections Centre, has been 
re-branded as the British Motor Museum. 

This means that, when we go to the Classic 
& Vintage Commercial Show in June, also 
sponsored by Kelsey, as well as other events 
held at Gaydon, there will be much more to 
see and do. Better make it a weekend visit, 
rather than one day...? 

Getting back to this issue of 'Roadscene, 
we have covered quite a diverse range of 
subjects this month. In several cases, there 
are plenty more pictures available for a 
follow-up article, some of which we already 
have planned but, just to make sure, please 
let me know what you would like more of. 

It never ceases to pleasantly surprise me 
how many of you readers respond to the 
articles and sometimes letters we publish, 
with more information of your own, often 
leading to further articles. I am sure that your 
participation in this way is appreciated by the 
other readers, just as much as it pleases me. 

By the same token, if there is something 
you'd like to know more about, why not write 
and let us know. Somebody will probably 
have an answer or pictures of what you want 
to know about. For example, somebody 
asked about lime spreaders; we've had some 
details in a letter and several pictures in this 
issue - what a service we provide! 


I hope you enjoy this issue, maybe along 
with a mince pie and a glass of something 
warming, as well as looking forward to more 
nostalgic pictures, reminding us of the way 
things used to be. 





Agriculture is an industry which has to 
rely on road transport, so there is a close 
relationship between the two.This month, 
in our Scenes Past feature, we have an 
interesting cross-section of pictures of 
vehicles serving agriculture in quite different 
ways. They include this great action shot 
from the Hodge Stilltime Collection of an 
ex-War Department CMP (Canadian Military 
Pattern) chassis, fitted with a hopper body for 
lime spreading. A reader asked for pictures 
of vehicles like this, not an uncommon sight 
in the early post-war years, when farmers 
were trying to improve the soil for better 
crops, so we just had to include this one. Has 
anybody got any more similar pictures. Many 
companies were involved in lime spreading, 
even British Road Services. (CHC aawlll) 
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Ron Henderson looks at more fire brigade liveries which differ from the traditional red. 


T he notion of Coventry Fire 

Brigade's yellow livery for the 
city's fire appliances, introduced 
to make the vehicles more 
visible under certain lighting 
conditions and in heavy traffic, was a bold 
move. Experiments had seemingly proven the 
advantages of yellow over the traditional red, 
but few other fire brigades adopted the livery. 

Newport in Monmouthshire, Rotherham, 
York City and Wallasey fire brigades were 
some of those that changed their liveries to 
yellow but ,elsewhere in the country, brigades 
were much more cautious and only painted 

Top: Aside from the Devon experiments with 
cream paint, West Riding of Yorkshire Fire 
Brigade was the first to universally adopt a 
white livery for its fleet, commencing with 
a batch of these Dennis F46 water tender- 
ladders in 1970. They were all Later repainted 
red. (Ian Moore) 

Right: St Helens Fire Brigade, Merseyside 
repainted its fleet white, enhanced by a 
broad red band.The brigade’s Merryweather 
100ft turntable Ladder is shown outside 
Speke Workshops, after being incorporated 
into the Merseyside fleet in 1974. 


one or two of their vehicles in yellow. 

In Edinburgh, the brigade painted just one 
fire engine yellow, a foam tender, which is 
one of the least used appliances in any fire 
brigade! Dewsbury painted the front of its 


emergency tender and one of its Mini Vans 
yellow, while Carlisle, Northampton and 
Somerset painted just their rescue tenders 
yellow. 

Experiments had shown that brilliant white 
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Above: Following the introduction in 1977 
of Bedford appliances with HCB-Angus CSV 
coachwork, the Isle of Wight Fire Brigade 
adopted the demonstrator’s white and red 
Livery for the remainder of its fleet. 


Above: Teesside Fire Brigade introduced white fronts on its fire engines in 1972, and perpetuates 
this colour scheme with the present appliances of Cleveland Fire Brigade.This 1991 Dennis SS 
water tender was pictured at a grass fire at Tees Dock in 1995. 


was the brightest colour of all, but it did not 
'excite'the human eye, as yellow did but, as it 
turned out, more fire brigades adopted white 
for their liveries, rather than the Coventry 
yellow. 

This was nothing new for, as early as 1954, 
Devon County Fire Brigade gave one of its 
fire engines a cream-coloured livery, on the 
basis that the county's fire engines frequently 
operated at night, in very narrow roads 
and lanes, where red showed up dark and 
made them inconspicuous and somewhat 
dangerous. Another reason was that, at the 
time, few heavy vehicles were painted cream, 
resulting in the Devon fire engines being 
more readily identifiable. 

This was years ahead of the Coventry 
experiments, but the notion was not 
perpetuated. Two years after Coventry 
made the change, West Riding of Yorkshire 
Fire Brigade bought six Green Goddess 
emergency pumps for its reserve fleet and 
used these appliances to undertake further 
experiments, painting three brilliant white, 
two in Coventry yellow and one a darker, 
richer Bergers yellow. 

Brilliant white was the colour chosen 
for the county's fire engines and all new 
deliveries were finished in white liveries and, 


as occasions arose, the existing fleet was 
repainted white. 

Then some other brigades followed suit, 
such as St Helens and the Isle of White, 
where most of the fleet was repainted white, 
enhanced with a broad red stripe. Several 
other brigades, such as Leicestershire, 
Monmouthshire and Suffolk, adopted the 
same caution as with yellow and only painted 
their emergency rescue tenders white, while 


Bedfordshire had one of its new Ford water 
tenders finished in a white livery. In Teesside 
only the fronts of the appliances were painted 
white, a pattern that still continues today. 

Despite the initial shortcomings of 
fluorescent day-glo paint, from 1974, many 
of the newly amalgamated fire brigades 
adopted day-glo red or orange for their 
fire engines, such as, for example. Greater 
Manchester, Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, 
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I Above: Lancashire County Fire Brigade was one of the authorities which adopted the fluorescent red Livery for its fire engines, as seen on the brigade’s 
sole Ford D/HCB-Angus pump with 50ft hydraulic platform. 



Above: Alongside all of the new multi¬ 
coloured high visibility fire engines were the 
drab grey and silver fire engines of Devon. 
Not the easiest fire engine to recognise in 
heavy traffic, but at Least it saved money on 
paint touch-ups. (J C Thompson) 


Above: Another Livery to confuse motorists was this drab maroon scheme on one of Leicestershire 
& Rutland Fire Services Dennis F15 pump escapes. The Livery was initially adopted as a result 
of the brigade’s first Chief Fire Officer repainting the fleet in the colours of Newcastle City Fire 
Brigade, from where he transferred. 


operational experiences with the rainbow 
colours, fire engines were eventually returned 
to red. 

That is, with the exception of Grampian Fire 
Brigade, which covered the Aberdeenshire 
and Moray districts of Scotland. Scottish 
fire brigades came under the control of the 
Scottish Office and not the Home Office, 
and therefore Grampian Fire Brigade opted 
to continue with the notion of white fire 
engines, which still holds true today although, 
with the recent nationalisation of fire brigades 
in Scotland, all future deliveries will now be 
in red. 


Surrey and West Yorkshire. The West Midlands 
Fire Brigade, formed in 1974, also adopted 
day-glo red for its fire engines, promptly 
repainting the pioneering yellow Coventry 
appliances in this new colour. 

The many arguments and the notion of a 
uniformity of the colour of fire engines to 
make them more identifiable in heavy traffic, 
for example, had become a fiasco on a grand 
scale.There were now red, yellow, white, 
day-glo, burgundy and the silver/grey ones of 
Devon and the Aberdeen region. 

Then the Home Office intervened. It had 
previously determined that the new yellow 
livery would have only marginal advantages 
and recommended that all fire appliances 
should be kept in the more usual fire brigade 
red. After sufficient experimentation and 
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Chipping Steam Fair 2016 

Sat 28th r Sun 29th & Mon 90th May 



Green Lane Showground. Chipping, Lancs, PR3 2TQ 
Tel. 01395 61666 www.chippingsteamfair.co.uk 


WINDSCREEN RUBBER 

Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV Dodge ‘K’ Series 

AEC Park Royal ERF ‘A’ and ‘LV’ 

AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs Foden S21 / S80 
Austin FFK Ford D’ Series 

Bedford ‘QL’ Thames Trader 

Atkinson Borderer Scammel Crusader 

Commer TS3 Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 


Tel 01953 607295 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN 



www.roadscene.com 
PLEASE CALL THE 
TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 
01732 445325 


Bernie Smith 

Vintage Vehicle Spares 

We specialise in parts for classic trucks and buses from manufacturers such as AEC, Bedford and Ford. 


Our wide range of parts includes: 

Air brake spares • ball joints 

• brakes • cab fittings • clutch 
• control boxes and cables 

• driveline, engine parts • forklift 
spares • Fuel filters • lift pumps 

• innertubes • kingpins • lights 
& indicators • master cylinders 

& repair kits • speedos & gauges 

• steering parts • tractor spares 
• wheel cylinders & repair kits 

Telephone: 01536 790 790 or Mobile: 07807 730453 

www.vintagevehiclespares.com 

E-mail: vintagevehiclespares@btinternet.com 
65 Northampton Road, Broughton, Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN14 1NR 
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Scenes Remembered 


What Looks Like an ex-British TeLecom Bedford 
TJ, with a crew-cab and box body, was the 
ideaL basis for a mobile home, with some 
interesting additions to the yellow Livery. 


The Wheels behind a Movement. 

John Greeves looks back at the vehicles which transported an alternative lifestyle around, 

with the help of pictures from Dave Fawcett. 


obert Louis Stevenson said:"I travel 
not to go anywhere, but to go. I 
travel for travel's sake. The great 
affair is to move." Ancient ridgeways, 
pilgrim ways, holloways, paths, 
tracks and roads have always carried travellers 
on them throughout the millennia. Early man, 
drovers, gypsies, tinkers, circus people, Romani 


people and saints have all embraced this 
freedom to roam. 

New Age Travellers belong to this same 
tradition and stem from the hippie movement 
of the 1960s and 70s. Unfortunately, their 
life style often evokes bitter controversy. Why 
is there such hostility towards travellers? It 
seems that people have always felt uneasy with 


wanderers, ever since Cain slew Abel and took 
to the road. 

People who have worked hard all their lives 
are suspicious of the apparently carefree life of 
the traveller. To the man saddled with family, 
mortgage and work responsibilities, it becomes 
a philosophical question:"Am I missing out?" 
Others use derogative terms such as crusties, 
drongos, hedge-monkeys, brew crew, soap 
dodgers or giro gypsies, to vent their distaste 
and intolerance. One thing remains true, the 
subject of New Age Travellers will continue to 
divide opinion and provoke heated debate. 

Most New Age Travellers were usually 
born into conventional lifestyles and made 
a conscious decision to leave settled life to 
become travellers, although some now are 
second and third generation. Media attention 
is now at a very low ebb and travellers are no- 
longer front page news. Assumptions can be 
misleading, as Dave Fawcett, author ofTraveller 
Homes, points out: 

"We are a mixed bunch of folks, with a variety 
of professional qualifications and skills (not just 
a bunch of dole scroungers... I'm a qualified 
archaeologist for example, others are teachers, 
medical staff, ex-military, HGV drivers and 
even ex-Rolls Royce panel beaters - useful for 
working on vehicle modifications." 
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New Age Travellers arose in the era of free 
festivals. Traveller's vehicles became an integral 
part of the lifestyle, providing both home and 
transport to free festivals such as the Windsor 
Free Festival, the Early Glastonbury Festivals, 
Elephant Fayre and the huge Stonehenge Free 
Festival. Some of these same festivals exist 
today, although they are no longer free and 
come with a stamp of public acceptance and 
media approval. 

Early Mobile Homes 

The early mobile homes generally consisted 
of converted vans, lorries and buses, including 
double-deckers. These were often modified or 
converted to suit the owner's individual needs 
or taste. In the early days, van or taxi bodies 


A coach, mobile Library and an-ex Telecom 
Commer, all Lovingly painted with Landscapes 

and a ‘face’. 


Right: An ex-military or AFS Bedford R 
Type, with a new colour scheme and 
additions to create a go-anywhere 
mobie home. 


Below: The destination screens 
suggest an ex-Grey Green Bedford 
VAM from the Late 1960s, not much 
changed for its new role, seen being 
filled with fuel for the journey to the 
next camp site. 




























were sometimes added to the roof to create 
bedroom space. By the mid-1980s, attitudes to 
travellers had hardened. Many of these unusual 
modifications disappeared in the 1980s, with 
confiscations and demolition by the police. 

Sometimes bus windows were plated over 
for various reasons; for privacy, to prevent 
breakage or because windows had been 
broken by police, or to aid ventilation in 
particular vehicles. Artwork depended on 
the owner's taste, but often consisted of the 
traditional travellers'colours of red and green, 
or else the ornate and highly skilled landscapes 
painted on the side of the vehicle. 

Interior arrangements often started - in 
the case of a bus - by removing most of the 
original seats and building a platform for a bed 
at the rear of the vehicle. A wood burner was 
then installed for heating and a basic kitchen 
fitted. Interior designs depended upon an 
individual's needs, materials, skills and the 
amount of money he could lavish on his home. 

Some travellers installed fixed water 
reservoirs and fitted hand, foot or electrical 

Above: Horseboxes often provided the 
basis for mobile home conversions, Like this 
Thames Trader-based example, outwardly 
Little changed from its previous appearance. 

Right: An ex-army Austin K9 four wheel drive 
chassis-cab, fitted with a Luton-styLe body. 


Below 1-5: ACommer-based Lambourn 
horsebox served as the basis for this mobile 
home conversion, the interior of which shows 
off its owner’s woodworking skills to great 
effect. 
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I Above: A variety of vehicles forming a Travellers; convoy, including an early Bedford Super Vega 
coach, a Wadhams-bodied ambulance, a Dodge Spacevan and a Later Duple-bodied coach. 


pumping, although this was rare in the 1980s, 
when these devices were not as widely 
available as they are now. The disadvantage of 
having these fixed unit was the dependency 
of always having to move to a tap, where as 
a 20 litre water butt was far more practical 
and could be filled for the needs of five to six 
people. 

Shower units were rarely installed in the early 
days in the UK: bowls, buckets or tin baths were 
used instead. Again, gas water heaters were 
rare and if used, tended to be the old-style pilot 
flame type. Some travellers improvised and had 
Aga ranges with a water reservoir attached, or a 
copper tube wrapped around the wood burner 


chimney for hot water. 

In the 1990s, few folk used solar or wind 
energy, because of its low efficiency and cost. 
Much of this basic technology has changed 
today. Dave Fawcett, for instance, powers his 
LED lamps, phone and laptop computer via 
three semi-flexible solar panels and five 125 
Amp batteries. 

In the 1970s, travellers'vehicles were relative 
uncommon, travelling between a series of free 
festivals in the summer months and parking 
up in remote rural locations during the winter. 
The movement grew and some travellers 
aligned themselves to the CND protesters. This 
travelling caravan of colourful vehicles became 
known as the Peace Convoy. 

The 1980s saw the greatest number of people 
taking to the road, including anarchists, punks, 
squatters, green activists, homeless people 
and those showing solidarity with the miners. 
As the mid-1980s approached, with the then- 
current political situation, tensions grew and 


concentrated efforts were made by the police 
to deter the movement, through a series of 
raids on NewTraveller encampments at Nostell 
Priory in Yorkshire in 1984. 

When this festival came to an end, riot police 
raided the site, arrested 360 travellers - almost 
all of those present - and trashed their tents, 
benders and vehicles. Many of them were 
remanded in custody for up to two weeks. 
Stonehenge in Wiltshire in 1985, also known as 
'The Battle of the Beanfield', involved desperate 
scenes between the travellers and police. Nick 
Davies, Home Affairs Correspondent for the 
Observer wrote: 

"There was glass breaking, people screaming, 
black smoke towering out of burning caravans 
and everywhere there seemed to be people 
being bashed and flattened and pulled by the 
hair... men, women and children were led 
away, shivering, swearing, crying, bleeding, 
leaving their homes in pieces... Over the years 
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Above: An unusual vehicle for New Age 
Travellers was this Foden S36 six-wheeler, 
fitted with a British Railways goods brake 
van body. 

Right: Some vehicles you just hope survived 
the various ‘culls’ of travellers’vehicles over 
the years, Like this Little coach, based on the 
Austin ‘Three-Way’ 25 cwt chassis. 

Below 1-3: Dave Fawcett’s Luton-bodied 
1966 LAD-cabbed Albion, before and after 
re-painting. This vehicle is still going strong, 
travelling around Southern Europe. 

I had seen all kinds of horrible and frightening 
things and always managed to grin and write 
about it. But as I left the Beanfield, for the first 
time, I felt sick enough to cry" 

Stoney Cross in the New Forest was to follow 
in 1986, where the government was adamant 
to get rid of this way of life for good. 140 
vehicles considered to be'non-roadworthy', 
were impounded. In the same year, the 
Government also passed a Public Order Act. 
Many of the original wave of New Travellers 
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Right: Some vehicles received additions to 
their bodywork to suit them better to their 
new role, Like this ex-Telecom Leyland Terrier. 


Below: The registration, FEX13, suggests this 
Bedford Duple Super Vega from 1961, came 
from the Norfolk Motor Services or Caroline- 
Seagull fleets of Great Yarmouth, its new role 
a far cry from carrying holidaymakers around. 


Above: The BMC FG, in various forms, Like 
the ex-Post Office Telephones van seen here, 
offered a good basis for a mobile home, 
comparatively cheap to buy, reliable and 
cheap to run. Ex-GLC police or school buses, 
like the one on the cover were also popular. 



either left Britain, moving to Ireland, Spain, 
and even India, or gave up the road to avoid 
confrontation with the state. 

The 1990s saw a new type of traveller 
emerging and'Raves' becoming a feature of this 
decade. The Castlemorton Common Rave, in 
Worcester in May in 1992, was another major 
turning point. Following the cancellation of 
another festival in the West Country, many New 
Age Travellers descended on the event, as well 
as weekend hedonists. An estimated 40,000 
people were at the rave, setting up a massive 
campsite on common land in the shadow of 
the Malvern Hills. It was a week before the last 
campers left the site and retribution was not 
short in coming. 

The Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
1994 followed and explicitly outlawed raves, 
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Right: Recovery vehicles, Like this Austin 
K9 4x4, would be a useful addition to a 
travellers’ convoy. In this case, a classic 
horsebox has been converted into a caravan 
trailer as well. 


Below Left and right: A couple of interesting 
conversions of BMC vehicles, an ex-BBC 7V 
outside broadcast van and the unmistakable 
outline of an exBRS‘Noddy’van. 





but also criminalised a great deal of the New 
Traveller lifestyle and repealed local councils' 
duty to provide sites for travelling people to 
park on. The CJA spelt the end of this journey 
for many and made it very difficult to be a 
traveller without breaking the law. 

Today, the pattern of travelling has changed, 
from convoys and large sites to small groups 
of maybe one or two families, squatting, 
renting or buying private land. They support 
themselves in various ways. Many are skilled 
artists and craftspeople and sell paintings, 


drawings, hand-made clothes, furniture or 
musical instruments. Some do fruit or crop 
picking, others undertake other manual jobs. 
Many are competent mechanics while others 
earn a living now by working the festival circuit 
as crew, performer or by trading goods. 

Many New AgeTraveller children are home 
educated some attend conventional school, 
but most excel in education, with the majority 
performing at an equal academic level to their 
house-dwelling peers and go on to college or 
university. 


The New Traveller movement was born 
in the early 1970s. Like previous alternative 
movements, such as the beat generation and 
the hippies it sought to offer an alternative life¬ 
style; and like many youth subcultures before 
it, questioned the values and validity of the 
society it saw around it. As Kerouac said in his 
beat novel 'On the Road': 

"What's your road, man? - holyboy road, 
madman road, rainbow road, guppy road, 
any road. It's an anywhere road for anybody, 
anyhow." Individuals are often given 
opportunities, but make their own life choices, 
however haphazard and random they might 
first appear. The travelling community has 
shrunk, become displaced or moved abroad, 
but for many, it still remains their choice and 
way of life. 


Links 

With grateful thanks to Dave Fawcet and the 
use of his personal archive. 

His book'Traveller Homes'is published by 
Amberley Publishing. 

■ www.travellerhome.co.uk 

■ www.travellerdave.co.uk 


Left: A Dodge 500 Series-based HCB-Angus 
fire engine, onto which caravan bodywork 
has been grafted, to form a substantial 
mobile home. 


16 January 16 


www.roadscene.com 





























Lorries of My 
Acquaintance 

Michael H C Baker is known for his many articles and books on buses, but here he remembers the 

various lorries with which he was involved. 


T he first lorry with which I got 
to be on intimate terms was 
a wartime platform-bodied 
Bedford, belonging to the 
Shropshire farm on which my 
Uncle Frank was the cowman. I assume 
this would have been an OY type, which 
originated in 1939. Nearly all went into 
military service except for a few which were 
allowed to be kept for essential civilian 
use, and the work to which Uncle Frank's 
boss, Henry Crow, the tenant farmer, put his 
vehicle certainly came into this category. 

We used to spend our holidays with Uncle 
Frank and Aunt Agnes, Mum's favourite sister 
and, from a very early age, I was allowed to roam 
the fields where the men, and sometimes Mum 
and Aunt Agnes, for every extra pair of hands 
was valued during wartime, were at work. Often 


I'd be accompanied by Edward, Mr Crow's son, 
and Sydney, the son of Mr Parry - and here we 
get to the nub of the plot - who lived at the 
other end of the three farm cottages from my 
relations, and who drove the farm lorry. 

One of the lorry's chief functions was to 
carry potatoes to Liverpool. Potatoes were big 
business at Hardwick Farm and, to this very 
day, I can smell the Beilis and Meek sacks into 
which they were loaded. At other times, the lorry 
would be used during the hay and later the corn 
harvest and a joke which greatly tickled me was 
one of the labourers asking me to'Pass the pikle, 
Michael.' 

The pikle - pronounced to rhyme with cycle - 
was a two-pronged fork which was used to help 
pick up bales of hay and when not in use would 
be put across the crash bar at the front of the 
Bedford. When I think about it, this was a pretty 


dangerous business, the vicious looking prongs 
would have given anyone who got too near 
them a horrible jab. But then farms have always 
been dangerous places and were much more so 
60 or more years ago. 

Sydney, Edward and I used to take turns to 
stand between the trailer bar and the tractor, 
driven by Mr Paling, who lived in the middle of 
the three cottages with Mr Parry on one side 
and Uncle Frank on the other, as it bounced 
across the ruts in the field, without a care in the 
world. On another occasion, I was sitting on top 
of a trailer loaded with hay bales and, as we left 
the field and turned into the lane leading to the 
farm yard, I felt something tight across my chest. 
It was the telephone wire strung between the 
telegraph poles lining the lane. 

I clung on to the binder twine wrapped around 
the bales and, as luck would have it, this proved 
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stronger than the wire, which snapped. I might, 
of course, have easily been swept off the trailer 
and it was no use my shouting, as Mr Paling's 
tractor, a three wheel Allis Chalmers, was making 
too much racket for me to be heard. I told 
nobody but, for weeks afterwards, waited for 
the heavy hand of a policeman on my shoulder, 
demanding why I had damaged post office 
property. 

Hardwick was a pretty up-to-date farm, with 
the three Allis-Chalmers tractors, and was one 
of the first to acquire a combine, immediately 
after the war, and one which was hauled by 
'Big Allis; although within a couple of years, it 
was replaced by a self-propelled Massey Harris 
machine. However, there was still works for 
horses and, after a while, I was trusted to be in 
charge of the one which plodded around the 
potato field, hauling the wagon on to which 
the sacks of potatoes were loaded, although 
only when I had perfected'Whey up!'in a broad 
Shropshire accent, the horse initially paying no 
attention to my South London one. 

I used to ride in the cab of the Bedford lorry 
from time to time, usually from whichever field 


place anyhow and was not going to entrust her 
only child there. 

So I had to make do with local trips in what 
struck me even then as the extraordinary basic 
cab, all faded red metal, in and around the 
farm. Some years later, I did get to Liverpool, by 
train, by myself, aged eleven and encountered 
what was probably my last view of a working 
steam lorry, a Sentinel proceeding in a dignified 
manner below the Overhead Railway. I've always 
had an affection for Sentinels, for its factory 
was just up the road on the Hadnall side of 


Michael with 
Uncle Frank and 
‘Big Allis’in the 
background in 
1947. 


In a Shropshire potato field in 1947. 


work was going on, back to the farm, but I knew 
of its regular trips to Liverpool and one day, Mr 
Parry asked if I'd like to come with him. 'Wow!' 

I thought, 'Wouldn't I just?' However, no such 
luck. Mum thought it was much too far. 

This would have been a year or two after the 
end of the war. Mum had heard Uncle Frank 
tell of seeing the glow in the sky, as Liverpool 
burned some 60 miles away, night after night, 
as the German bombs fell on the city, and 
although we'd been bombed out of our home in 
Thornton Heath first during the Blitz and then by 
a flying bomb (Doodlebug) in 1944, each time 
seeking refuge in Shropshire, she concluded 
that Liverpool by reputation was a'rough'sort of 


Shrewsbury and cousin Arthur, and probably 
other members of the family as well, worked 
there. 

Some years later, it escapes me now many, 
the Bedford had been replaced with something 
rather grander and quite stylish. Not that the 
Bedford didn't in its own way have some style, 
but this was a Thornycroft Trident, painted 
grey and also embellished with white lining, a 
logo of the entwined initials HHC either side of 
the radiator and on the cab doors, H H Crow, 
Hardwicke, Hadnall, Shrewsbury, all very carefully 
and elegantly displayed. 

The only other commercial vehicle, to my 
knowledge, which lived in Hadnall at this time 
was that belonging to the village store, Bradleys. 
This was a Commer van, which dated from 1946. 
It was painted green and embellished with the 
boast that Mr Bradley, owner of the Central 
Stores and who often drove the van, was the 
maker of'Prize Gingerbread,'and a picture of a jar 
of this adorned the cab door. Aunt Agnes would 
cycle in to the Central Stores, not that there were 
any others, in early days with me on her carrier, 
to hand over her, Mrs Parry's and Mrs Paling's 
orders, which Mr Bradley would deliver to the 
three cottages on Friday afternoon. 

As a little lad growing up during the war, Dinky 
Toys had been unobtainable, but production 
resumed in late 1945. In 1946,1 moved to 
Winterbourne Primary School in Norbury, and 


In Shropshire, Jack Waltho working with the tractor-hauled combine harvester. 
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Above: The preserved Sentinel DG4 of Morris’s 

Oils of Shrewsbury, seen at Brighton. 

became friends with John Wadham and Clive 
Gillam, who informed me that Wise's cycle 
shop on the main London Road, at the end of 
Winterbourne Road, sold not only cycles but also 
Dinky Toys. Easier said than done, for supplies 
were limited, making the products of Binns Road 
even more desirable, so one had to be quick off 
the mark. 

The first lorries appeared, which to me looked 
very like the elderly Fordsons of our local Direct 
Potato Company, and were snapped up, but the 
'piece de resistance'was the very first Supertoy, 
the Foden No 501 diesel eight-wheel wagon, 
which came out in 1947. Painted brown, it was 
quite the most magnificent model vehicle I 
had ever seen and many weeks of abstinence 
resulted, until sufficient pocket money had been 
accumulated for its purchase at eight shillings 
and threepence. 

That summer, Dad and I went in our Lanchester 
10 for a holiday at Hythe and a large slice of my 
pocket money reserved for that visit went into 
the purchase of a yellow-painted Guy Vixen 4 
ton platform lorry at a shop in Folkestone. Next, 
inevitably, came Bedfords, which seem to be 
taking over this story. The 0 Type was surely, in 


A model of Mr Crow’s Bedford. 

its many forms, the most common commercial 
vehicle on UK roads in the late 1940s and '50s 
and my next purchase was a Supertoys No 
521 Bedford articulated lorry for five shillings, 
although as it happened, the real articulated 
thing was relatively rare. Years later, I sold most 
of my Dinky collection but I couldn't bear to part 
with those three super Supertoys. 

On 16th January, 1956, Her Majesty decided 
she needed me to serve in the Royal Air Force 
for two years and I duly, if somewhat reluctantly, 
obliged. Guess what awaited us at West Kirby 
railway station ready to convey us up the hill to 
RAF West Kirby for eight weeks basic training? 
That's right, a Bedford. The Big Bedford, as it was 
known, had been introduced in 1950, the first 
forward control Bedford lorry for both military 
and civilian use. The Dinky Toys version, known 


as the S Type, was particularly appealing, rather 
more so than the real RType in which we sat, 
rightly apprehensive, facing each other on two 
rows of hard, metal seats under a tarpaulin, on 
that bitingly cold January afternoon. 

Nothing much wrong with the vehicle itself, 
it was the eight weeks of square bashing under 
the less than tender care of Corporal Abbot 
which coloured my feelings towards it. However, 
all good things must come to an end, and the 
rest of my National Service, first as a trainee and 
then a more or less fully qualified typist - oh the 
glamour of it all - was bearable and occasionally 
enjoyable, particularly in my frequent hitch-hikes 
home on 48 hour passes, which might be in 
anything from a 1930s Rolls-Royce cabriolet 
on the A25 from Guildford to Dorking, through 
the sidecar of a motor-cycle combination with 



SENTINEL WORKS 


Above: The statue at the Sentinel Works in 
Shrewsbury. 


| Above: H H Crow’s Thornycroft Trident, GUJ 798 (Shropshire, 1950), which replaced the Bedford. 
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Michael’s Dinky Supertoys 
Bedford Articulated Lorry, which 
he would never part with. 
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a sharp edged windshield which fitted neatly 
under my chin and would have removed my 
head in one, swift, efficient movement had the 
driver braked suddenly, on the Oxford by-pass, 
to a variety of lorries, ranging from the inevitable 
Bedfords to bigger fry such as AECs and ERFs. 

Hitch-hiking seems to have almost died out 
in the UK, but in the days of National Service 
and for many years afterwards, well into the 
1960s, impecunious young people, students 
mainly, took it to be the norm, if one wanted 
to get about and wasn't in a desperate hurry. 
Becoming a student in the Spring of 1958,1 
hitch-hiked for the next five years and at the very 
end of December, 1959 was invited by fellow 
art student, Harry, to visit Paris, staying free of 
charge in a tiny room above a bar owned by one 
Maurice, off the Boulevard St. Michel, for whom 
Harry had worked the previous summer. 

I can't recall how we got to Dover, but from 
the ferry we walked to the edge of Calais, and 
after some considerable time an elderly Berliet 
lorry, driven by an elderly French (well he would 
have been, wouldn't he?) farmer stopped and 
we trundled along at some 40 kph as far as the 
outskirts of Boulogne, where we disembarked. 
Here we stood - and stood. The weather was 
inclement, grey and cold and virtually the only 
vehicles passing us were British tourists off 
the ferry, none of whom showed the slightest 
inclination to stop. Dusk was approaching and 
eventually we decided to cut our losses and 
take the train. In one sense, this was no hardship 
for a journey by steam train all the way from 
the Channel coast to Paris was something to 
be savoured, but it meant our finances were 
severely depleted. However in true Parisian 
artistic fashion, we survived in our garret and 
greatly enjoyed ourselves. I didn't take much 
notice of lorries in Paris, but the buses were 


Driving Career 

We have at last arrived at my admittedly brief 
career as an actual lorry driver. In 1966,1 had set 
out overland for Australia in a Maudslay coach, 
got as far as Afghanistan, and was invited by the 
organisers to come back to England and then 
drive out again, this time in an ex-RAF Bedford 
S type. Why not, I thought? In the meantime, 

I decided a bit of experience of driving a lorry 
would not come amiss, so applied to our local 
East Sussex hauliers, run by a pair of brothers. 

I was shown a Bedford SType, parked with 
an eight ton load of gypsum. 'See what you 
can do with that,'and off I went, managing to 
avoid crashing the gears, over a railway bridge, 
back round a circuit, and pulled to a halt.'OK 
start Monday.' Lorry driving, or at least 
recruitment, was a lot simpler in those 
days. In the next six weeks I learned a 
vast amount about hard work, human 
nature and, incidentally, how to drive 
a less than top of the range eight ton 
petrol engine Bedford. 

Quite the worst job was 
collecting the gypsum. Well 
nothing wrong with the actual 
collection, the sacks being 
loaded mechanically from 
wagons which were propelled by 
steam locomotives, nor with the 
actual driving. The nasty bit was 
unloading the sacks, at building 
sites, almost invariably at that time 
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| Above: Bradley’s Commer van, CUJ 879 (Shropshire, 1946) delivered goods from the local shop. 


something to behold. Huge, ancient, with great 
big wheels, tiny wings, flat sides, open backed 
and indicators which flapped like a goose 
attempting to take off, they looked as if they had 
been designed in the same factory as dinosaurs. 

Then there was my first visit to Ireland. I got 
married there in 1968, which certainly brought 
my hitch-hiking days to an end, but at the 
beginning of September, 1959, having worked 
through the summer for a local builder who 
owned a Vulcan lorry - remember them? - I'd 
earned enough to afford a visit to the Emerald 
Isle, but not enough to afford bus or train travel, 
except in an emergency. I caught the overnight 
ferry from Fishguard, my ticket including the 
train journey to Waterford, and early the next 
morning, the sky cloudless, the temperature 
suggesting summer was not yet over, within a 
couple of minutes of taking up position on the 
N25 Cork Road, a Dennis Pax, loaded with sacks, 
drew up. 

Yes, the driver was bound for Cork, but not by 
the main road, as he would be delivering animal 


feed to several farms and was not likely to reach 
his destination until around tea time. Being in 
no great hurry and relishing the chance to visit 
rural Ireland, that suited me fine. And it really 
was rural. My Shropshire experiences had, so I 
thought, attuned my hearing to broad country 
accents but at first I assumed I was listening 
to the driver and his customers speaking Irish. 
Gradually I began to pick up the odd English 
word and realised that this was simply the rural 
Cork accent. 











Above: Michaels’drawing of a Dennis lorry in 
Ireland. 

Right: The Bedford S Type lorry which Michael 
drove as practice for an overland trip to the 
Middle East. 

of the year, ankle deep in mud. One afternoon, 
having got rid of my load in the Staines area, the 
only place to reverse was onto the forecourt of 
a hardware store. The owner came roaring out, 
demanding to know what I thought I was doing; 
so I told him. 

When I got back to the depot, the boss said, 
Tve just had an irate gentleman from Staines on 
the phone. What was that all about? Fair enough, 
I'll tell him I've sacked you.'Sometime later I really 
did get the sack. By this time I'd been promoted 
to a Ford Thames, a vastly superior vehicle, and 
was driving back from acquiring eight tons of 
gypsum. There was a short cut along a narrow, 
ridgeway lane, which we were forbidden to use, 
but we all did. 

Too clever for my own good, I was eating a 
sandwich and steering with one hand and, 
before I knew it, the nearside wheels had sunk 
into the soft grass verge and we gracefully 
drew to a halt at an angle of around 45 degrees. 
Nothing to do but phone the depot and, after a 
tirade consisting of a torrent of perfectly justified 
expletives, came'You're fired.' 

Some half an hour later, the breakdown lorry, 
really a van on trade plates, complete with boss 
and driver, arrived.They surveyed the damage, 
managed to get a tow rope around my Thames 
Trader and ever so gently eased it upright with 
the load intact and undamaged, the roping 
carried out at the gypsum works miraculously 
holding everything in place.The boss must have 
done well on the horses that day. He gave me 
a hard stare,'Last chance, do anything like that 
again and you really are out.' 


What might have been far worse, and I still 
shudder at the thought, involved a couple of 
sheets of thin metal, which I'd collected from 
the supplier and which had been fixed in place 
by metal straps. Arriving at my destination in 
Hastings, after a journey of some hour and a half, 

I went around to check the load and found it was 
only being held in place by a single strap, the 
rest having snapped. If that one had gone, those 
sheets would have shot off at the next bend and 
cut in half anyone unfortunate to be standing 
nearby. 

Perhaps the most interesting job was collecting 
sisal from the London docks.This was used by 
the local rope works, which had not yet totally 
gone over to man-made fibres. A drive through 
the Blackwall Tunnel took me into the East India 
Docks, and I was directed to park my lorry right 


beside the ship which had docked with the sisal 
from West Africa. One wet night I was returning 
to Sussex from a visit to the docks, this was in the 
Bedford, and lumbering on the A22 up through 
the Ashdown Forest beyond Forest Row at little 
more than walking pace. Several cars, having got 
past, flashed their lights at me. I assumed this 
was with annoyance, but one flagged me down 
and pointed out that my never very brilliant tail 
lights were flickering off and on. I rang the boss 
and got the not very helpful but very specific 
response. 'I don't b.. .-well care what you do, 
so long as you get that lorry back ready to be 
unloaded first thing in the morning.' Which I did. 


■ Next time, we will read about Michael's 
long-distance overland adventures... 
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We return to Allan Bedford's pictures 
of lorries from a few years back, 
showing types which are becoming 
all too rare these days. 

A nother selection from Allan's 

interesting collection of pictures, 
with one thing in common. The 
vehicles were (mostly) built in 
the UK and with one exception - 
Dennis Eagle - they are now history. Of course, 
DAF vehicles are still built in Leyland and some 
Ford commercials are produced elsewhere, 
while their Iveco successors are all imported. 

If anybody thinks they are too modern, 

Allan would ask them when they last saw a 
working AWD or even a Bedford TK or Leyland 
Freighter? He urges everyone with an interest 
in 'British' HGVs to get out there and capture 
the final ERFs, Fodens and others because, 
apart from the showground, it is unlikely any 
will remain in another five to seven years. 

Many of these photos were taken on Allan's 
journeys to and from work or at lunchtime. He 
lived in the Bexley area until 2005, then moved 
to Devon. We'll bring you more in future issues, 
but there will soon be no working examples 
to be seen of any of these vehicle types, so 
they really were'caught in time'before they 
disappeared... 



Top: The Last Fodens in the Wincanton fleet were regularly seen on milk collection until 2012. 
Some were based at the old Unigate depot at Chard Junction. On a summer morning in 2009, at a 
small farm on the main A377 in the centre of a village near Barnstaple, pumping was in progress, 
with this six-wheeled Alpha, WA 05 NYD (shades of old Somerset registrations...), and unusual tri- 
axle draw-bar trailer. 

Above: This 1981 Foden Haulmaster,VKP 142X, was a member of a now Long-gone famous fleet, 
William Hampton, originally based in Mitcham, but Later centred on operations around north Kent, 
carting coal and roadstone, etc. It was seen in 1982, parked in front of the Mountfield Roadstone 
plant then recently installed at the old British Gypsum Erith Works. Hamptons had used Foden 
steam wagons in the company’s earliest days. 


22 Janaury16 


www.roadscene.com 
















Top Left: On the way home from the Classic 
Commercial Show at Crick in 2000, this 
Foden 4340, R556 YEE from 1997-8, from the 
National Road Planing fleet, was seen parked 
at South Mimms Services on the M25. 

Top right: This Foden/Lacre collecting 
cardboard for recycling in Orpington, Kent in 
2001, was equipped by the former early Lorry 
maker, Lacre.The name derived from the 
company’s original base in Longacre, London. 
Municipal vehicles became a speciality 
and the body on this eight-wheeler, C580 
OWV,from 1985-6, must have been one 
of the company’s final offerings. In Later 
days, Like Shelvoke and Drewry, based in 
Letchworth Garden City, the only reminder of 
the company today is a thoroughfare called 
Lacre Way. 

Right and below: This former Foden S80- 
based six-wheeled Ministry of Transport 
gritter, LYX 214X,from 1981, had found a 
second Life, converted into a ‘mix-it’ unit for 
concrete deliveries by 1998. 
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Right: This neat Little non-HGV Bedford TK, 
MMY183P, used for Local small Lots work, was 
the smallest vehicle in the British Gypsum 
fleet at Erith. It was supplied by Western 
Motors of Dartford,with a dropside body by 
Gardiners of Edenbridge. It was seen when 
quite new, on Erith playing field during 
the scorching summer of 1976, following 
a decorated float procession, with young 
swimmers aboard. 


Below: This Foden 4000-series eight-wheeled 
tipper, E993 MWS,from 1987-8, the cab colour 
suggesting it was formerly in the Redland 
fleet, was seen in 2002, in Brook Street, 
Northumberland Heath, Erith, where Local 
contractors T E Beach, were stripping the 
tarmac surface. 


^ "S I HE 



Above: This busy section of Rye Lane, Peckham, was closed in August 
2002, when this Ford Cargo six-wheeled tipper with a grab-Loader, H74 
BKM, dating from 1991-2, was seen during a Lunchbreakfrom work. 



Above: A neat-looking Ford Cargo curtain-sider from South Wales, H460 
AAG,from 1991-2, was seen in 1998, parked outside the offices of the 
furniture maker in Northfleet, Kent, which has featured before in this 
series. 
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Left and below: During a 1997 winter break, 
visiting the historic town of Glastonbury 
in Somerset, Allan spotted this travelling 
hardware store. Apart from the Calor Gas, 
an assortment including hot water bottles, 
pan and brush sets, cleaning materials 
and detergents can be seen. It was driving 
through some small back alley thoroughfares, 
and the driver was not interested in requests 
for a photograph, but Allan was undeterred 
and caught up with him. Complete with 
the customary folding cab doors, NFB 698R 
(Bristol 1976), was a truly unique survivor 
of the chassis-cab version of the brilliant 
Commer Walk-Thru. 



Right: The earlier Ford Transits were not as 
popular as the contemporary Bedford CFs for 
the specialised ice cream ‘mobile’ market.This 
1985-6 Transit was seen one Saturday in Late 
2002.These days,‘Tonibell of Dartford’ offers 
vintage Bedford CA ice cream vans for private 
parties and functions, painted in bright pink. 


Bottom right: This quaint old village fire 
station in Horton Kirby, near Dartford in Kent, 
only closed in 2013. On a Sunday morning in 
2000, this tranquil scene, with Dennis B777 
VKM, sent Allan home to fetch his camera. 



Below: Now only seen at rallies, a Dodge/ 
Saxon, E445 OGL, from 1987-8, awaits the 
call, one of two Dodge fire appliances at the 
station close to the canal in Bude, Cornwall, 
when Allan visited in 1997. 
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One of a large number of ^*^*£ 0 " i ^ludge^anker^G92 

Erith just after Christmas, 1997. 



Above: A classic example showing that, at one time, Dennis Specialist 
Vehicles would turn out just that. Allan was Lucky on the high road 
in Peckham in 2003, when the Lights changed, and caught B800 
XYP,from 1984-5, with its transformer Load, presumably originally 
belonging to CEGB or London Electricity Board. 


Right: This contractor’s 1984-5 
LeyLand Constructor eight- 
wheeler, B186 FUJ, was seen 
at the former Southfleet 
services on the A2 near 
Gravesend in early 2001. Road 
reconstruction, following the 
building of the BLuewater 
shopping complex and the 
Channel Tunnel rail Link swept 
all this away. 

Bottom right: The Seddon 
Atkinson Strato is another 
once-familiartype now 
vanished. Dating from 1992-3, 
K636 WPG, of Southern LPG, 
was seen in 1999, delivering 
supplies of LPG to Erith 
Service Station in Fraser Road, 
somewhat changed since 
the 1969 picture seen in a 
previous instalment. 

Below: One of a number of 
LeyLand Constructors in the 
fleet of this Wandsworth- 
based haulier, G105 THA, 
from 1989-90, appeared one 
Lunchtime with this Load of 
steel, to be unloaded behind 
Peckham Rye Station in 2003, 
by which time the vehicle was 
beginning to show its age. 
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1: ASeddon Atkinson 405,V453 JCV, dating from 1991-2, in the fleet of 
H N SiLLifants of CameLford, in Cornwall, seen in 2006, delivering roofing 
materials in Crediton, Devon. Nick-named ‘Sgt Bilko’, Allan cannot recall 
if the driver resembled the great Phil Silvers, whose schemes and scams 
had poor Colonel Hall, played by Paul Ford, trying to keep order. 

2: ERF dabbled in the municipal market in the 1990s and this unusual 
Faun-equipped EC8,W913TFJ,from 1999-2000, seen eight years later in 
Torrington, Devon, was a member of the Torridge District fleet. 

3: This Commercial Collections ERF E10, G234 VNE, dating form 1989-90, 
was making a delivery in 1998 to the Ford dealer close to the ‘Gravesend 
and Northfleet FC’ground. With the building of Ebbsfleet International 
railway station, this old football club is now known as‘Ebbsfleet United’. 
4: An ERF EC10, M875 FFH, from 1994-5, in the distinctive Livery of K S 
Coles, the Wellington, Somerset-based grower and packer. Carrying 
crates of‘Devon swedes’, the staple vegetable in these parts, it was seen 
taking a rest at Bickleigh, near Tiverton in Devon. 

5: The Kent Machine Service yard was on the old A20, at Addington near 
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Maidstone in Kent. On Sundays, regular car boot fairs were held in a 
field opposite where this superb ERF E14 eight-wheeler, with a Large- 
capacity Pesci Lorry-Loader mounted at the rear, K916 VKP, of 1992-3, was 
captured in 2003. 

6: ‘New Generation ERF’ demonstrator was a sad epitaph, after the 
company’s move to a state-of-the-art’factory at Middlewich.This ECX, 
with its appropriate cherished’ registration ERF 6, was seen in 2001, 
during Allan’s short stint at Newhaven on the Sussex coast. 

7: During a spring break in Dartmouth in 1998, in the very narrow Duke 
Street, this ERF EC6 Olympic, M579 BEW,from 1994-5, was delivering for 
the well-known bed-makers, to the old-established furniture and Linen 
shop of Ernest Hawke. Note the London Lorry exemption plate on the 
grille. 

8: Briefly marketed by ERF, these Turkish-built BMCs (how ironic that 
name is, considering the company’s origins) were later sold under their 
own brand. Seen at Medway ERF’s depot in Rochester in 2001 was tipper¬ 
bodied V614 MKK. 
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rhe Advance 
of Petroleum 
Chemicals 


Above and right: While BP had ‘BP News’ - one of the best house magazines in terms of graphics and use of 
large glossy photographs - the rival Standard Oil Company had ‘The Esso Magazine’. The only copy I have is 
from ‘Spring 1966’, so we can assume it was a quarterly. Surprisingly, considering lorries were an essential 
part of both oil exploration and distribution of fuel to the end user, there is only one photograph of a 
commercial vehicle in the entire magazine - although, to be fair, the picture of brand new Park Royal-cabbed 
AEC tractor unit, CYW 774C, and its tank trailer of Liquid ethylene at the Esso Fawley refinery is a cracker. 


Malcolm Bates has already selected a batch of vehicle manufacturers' House Magazines, 
but what about the component manufacturers? Today, few such companies remain 
- their demise masked by excuses that the UK is now part of 'a global market'. We are. 
Except these days, instead of exports, the UK is an importer. So in this issue, Malcolm 
looks back to a time when 'world trade' went in the right direction - and 'The British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry'(a book published by 'The Commercial Motor'for overseas 
buyers), was a packed with information on British manufacturers... 


PV 
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- AND BE DAMNED! 
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Above left: The original company name,‘Wakefield’s Castrol’, gives us a clue as to the origins of this famous British-owned purveyor of specialist oils 
and greases. Significantly,‘publicity’was very much central to the dependable image that Castrol managed to build over the years. After all, who 
hasn’t got at least one copy of‘The Castrol Achievements’ booklet published by the company over at least two decades? Castrol oils and greases 
(yes, there was more than one grease) were, we were told, a vital ingredient in helping British vehicles work hard - or equally‘play’ hard - by winning 
sporting events and record attempts. Yes, even though Duckhams was also available! 

It might come as a surprise then to learn that, in addition to ‘Achievements’, Castrol also had a pretty good house magazine-style publication called 
‘Castrol Review’as well. This 1966 edition shows a BMC‘Land Crab’approaching Ayer’s Rock in Oz, while motor-cycle racer Mike Hailwood suggests he 
clearly owes his World Champion status to using Castrol oil! 

Above right: Inside, we learn that the new‘high powered’engines used by British car manufacturers such as Ford in the new48bhp Anglia ‘Super* 
required a more advanced ‘liquid tungsten’oil (don’t laugh, they were serious!) than was needed for the‘old’1958 100E Anglia with a side-valve 
wheezer churning out 31bhp! And that was before the real high performance ‘GTX’ oil was invented. Still, Castol boffins must have been onto 
something, as we learn a BMC 1800‘Land Crab’completed a 12,000 mile ‘figure of eight’circuit of Australia, using Castrol XL with only‘minimal engine 
wear’. Other articles show Atkinson Ferrymasters artics laden with cans of Castrol for export to Europe and the world, while British-built SRN.6 
Hovercraft were able to pop across the English Channel in less time than it took for your average Frenchman to order lunch. “Sacre Bleu, les Anglais 
sont tres formidable, non?” 


f a single book could be said to have 
changed my life, then The British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry'(BCVI) was 
it. I may have told this story before, but 
my visit as a teenage enthusiast to the 
offices of The Temple Press', publisher of The 
Commercial Motor', was an eye-opener for me. 

I suspect if all school children, politicians and 
'media'journalists of today were forced to learn 
and recite the name and location of every British 
manufacturer and supplier contained within 
it's several hundred-odd pages, we'd all have 
a more honest picture of the damage that has 
been inflicted on our manufacturing industry. 

It's too late banging-on about it now of course. 
The damage has been done. In fact, if the 
publishing trade is any indication of the state an 
industry is in, you could argue that Britain had 
already lost its way as a vehicle manufacturer 
of global stature by the start of the 1970s, after 
the last edition was printed. Indeed, as is often 


the case, the final edition was a mere shadow 
of it's former self-just a slightly fatter issue 
of Commercial Motor, rather than a proper 
hardback book. 

The BCVI's demise was just the beginning of 
the end for an entire industry, as world markets 
shifted away from Guy, ERF, Foden, Atkinson, 
Leyland and Scammell, to Scania, Volvo, DAF and 
Mercedes - or Kenworth, Peterbilt and Oshkosh. 
It got even worse, as entire African states 
celebrated their independence from Britain by 
rushing out and buying Fuso, Hino and Nissan 
trucks, just to prove a point. 

NO VISION 

Where did it all go so wrong? Were British-built 
lorries ever as good as we'd like to think they 
were? Or did we kid ourselves by stacking the 
deck against American-brands and those from 
other European manufacturers by imposing 
trade tariffs to protect our own? 


If there is one single factor that might give us a 
clue to our downfall, it's when house magazines 
show a normally quite sombre-looking British 
lorry, like an Albion, Seddon, or AEC, sporting a 
flamboyantly-styled cab, built locally in a country 
without it's own vehicle industry, like South 
America, or Portugal. 

It's painful to note that the stylish cab built 
by Atkinson Pty Limited in Australia was never 
adopted for wider global markets - or sold here 
in the UK - when it was head-and-shoulders 
above anything that came out of Walton-le-Dale. 
Such shortsightedness suggests it wasn't a lazy 
unionised workforce that did for British Industry, 
but a lack of vision by senior management. 

With the loss of wider global markets went 
the raison d'etre of many of the manufacturer's 
house magazines. It was, after all, the ideal 
forum to publicise an executive's world tour, 
drumming-up a bit of added profit for the 
shareholders, old boy, what? The truth was of 
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Above Left: If Vintage Roadscene’was a TV 
Ouiz Show rather than a top international 
magazine, one of the questions asked would 
surely be ‘Name the Top Ten Industrial Groups 
That Made Britain Great’. And while The Owen 
Organisation might not have come to mind 
as quickly as say, Leyland, Austin or Nuffield, 
it certainly deserves to be on that List. 

Parent company Rubery Owen supplied key 
components to the entire vehicle industry, 
while some 60 subsidiary companies 
produced anything from machine tools, 
to office furniture and gas central heating 
boilers. In transport industry terms, of course, 
it was Rubery Owen subsidiary Motor Panels 
we tend to think of first, as the producer 
of several generations of lorry cabs for a 
significant number of UK manufacturers. Can 
you name them all, for a bonus point? But 
while the organisation didn’t actually make 
entire vans or lorries itself, it was the driving 
force behind BRM racing cars and one of the 
largest manufacturers of forklift trucks in the 
UK - at least until Lancer Boss started using 
product design and marketing to dramatic 
effect. That manufacturer was Rubery Owen 
Conveyancer. 

On the front cover of the Rubery Owen 
Organisation house magazine‘Goodwill’, 
we find a dramatic picture of the second 
generation Rover BRM Le Mans racer, at speed 
through ‘Les Esses’. It’s summer 1965 and the 
reader could rightly assume that Britain was, 
as Harold Wilson once proclaimed,‘in the 
White Heat of the Technological Revolution’. 

A gas turbine car for goodness sake - this 
really was the future. By the turn of the 
century, well-paid British workers would only 
need to work a few hours a week and every 
warm air-heated home would be chock-full 
of labour-saving devices straight out of TV’s 
Tomorrow’s World... 

Above right: Inside ‘Goodwill’, we find a more 
down-to-earth revolution is finally kicking 
off - palletisation. Conveyancer forklift trucks 
are stacking pallets in a massive Brown & 
Poison warehouse in Manchester’s Trafford 
Park - claimed to be the first purpose-built 
‘Industrial Estate’in the UK. Amazingly, we 
discover that Rubery Owen Organisation not 
only made the forklift trucks, but the pallets 
as well! For whatever reason, steel pallets 
never caught on - but in 1965, they were 
seen as the latest thing! 
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Below and below left: 

It could be argued that The Ford Motor 
Company is guilty of a huge deception by 
suggesting to several generations of motorists 
in the UK that it was a British company --what 
else could you deduce from the ‘Ford of Britain’ 
slogan that was once in common use? It wasn’t 
of course. Ford was always American. And with 
the end of Ford car production in Dagenham 
and more recently,Transits in Southampton, we 
found out far too Late who really calls the shots. 

Back in the 1950s? For whatever reason - 
although personally, I’ve never understood why 
- motorists of my father’s generation Loyally 
bought a whole range of cheaply-made, side- 
valve wheezers. And then when they fell apart? 
They bought more. The Lorries and vans weren’t 
any more modern were they? The E93W? It 
enabled you to buy a 1938 van brand new in 
1956! The 1960s then? Finally, Ford is producing 
some products suitable for the second half 
of the Twentieth Century. In ‘Ford Times’, we 
could read about the new Anglia with it’s funky 
reverse slope rear window, copied directly 
from an American barge, then made half scale. 
In ‘Ford News’we can read all about the new 
Thames Trader - but again the styling wasn’t 
‘British’ - or ‘new’. Many of the styling cues were 
taken from a pre-war American Ford truck and 
updated (and scaled down) for us Limeys. 
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Above: Elsewhere in the same issue, we find ‘Ford 
Power Systems’ are being used in the new high speed 
(a relative term, I suspect - Ed!) ‘IF Range’ mobile 
crane from Jones Cranes of Letchworth, Herts. Evolved 
from the famous ‘Iron Fairy’ model, the IF featured 
either a Ford 2711E or 2713E, depending on model. 
The largest could lift ten tons. Jones Cranes was part 
of the George Cohen ‘600 Group’ and was one of the 
largest employers in the First Garden City. By the 
1970s, it was in terminal decline. Today the whole 
vast site is a supermarket and ‘retail park’. 


course that the pace and style of doing business had changed 
- and has continued to do so. Having said that, there are still 
glossy house magazines packed full of interested articles 
about commercial vehicles working in tough or exotic parts 
of the world in the English language. It's just that, these days, 
they're likely to have a Volvo, Scania, MAN or Mercedes badge 
on the front. 

Never mind. Let's celebrate The Good Old Days; when 
British commercial vehicles ruled the roads of the world (or 
at least large chunks of it) and have a trawl through the last 
pile of House Magazines on my office floor, before my cleaner 
tenders her resignation... 


The 1970s then? At Last, Ford is cooking. The 
Cortina. The Transit. The new D-Series with a 
tilt-cab. But just to illustrate how powerful 
Ford was,The Blue Oval also had a third house 
magazine,‘Powertalk’ - the house magazine for 
customers of Ford engines, transmissions and 
other automotive components. In ‘Powertalk 
49’, we can read about how Ford diesel engines 
power the new four-wheel-drive Ruston 
Bucyrus backhoe Loader. Built in Lincoln, for 
whatever reason, the Ford 2715E-powered 
‘Dynahoe’ didn’t catch on in the way that the 
Perkins powered JCB 3C did. Perhaps it was the 
choice of Ford diesel that sealed it’s fate? 
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Above and right: Remember that suggestion 
earlier? What if‘Vintage Roadscene 
Magazine’was a TV Ouiz Show? Surely 
Edbro would be on that Top Ten list as well? 
‘Hydraulics at Work’was without doubt one 
of the best house magazines produced 
by a specialist component manufacturer 
in Britain. By the 1970s, the Bolton-made 
products were in service throughout the 
world. In a 1966 issue we find Edbro- 
equipped airport scissor lift catering trucks 
on Commer and Ford chassis working 
everywhere from Glasgow to Johannesburg, 
while on another page we find an article 
on a new racing car transporter for the 
Tyrell Formula One Racing Team based on 
a Leyland ‘Olympic’ bus chassis (one fished 
out of the River Thames after a Russian ship 
was sunk in mysterious circumstances) and 
a new Guy Victory-based transporter for the 
Cooper Car Company - both with bodies by 
Tiverton Coachbuilders, featuring loading 
ramps using Edbro hydraulics. 




Left: The Edbro Group - which incorporated 
Bromilow & Edwards and Edwards Bros, as 
well as the ‘Pilot’tipper brands - did well at 
the 1966 Earls Court CV show, with tippers on 
Seddon 13.4, Dodge, Ford, BMC, Commer and 
Leyland chassis - as well as the International 
‘Loadstar’ - which has to qualify as one of the 
last medium weight normal control chassis to 
be popular on tipper work in the UK. In fact, 

50 years on, any two or three axle ‘medium 
weight’tipper is a rare sight. 

Right: Where did it all go so wrong for British 
industry? Today, the only‘house magazines’ 
you’re Likely to find on commercial vehicles 
are from the Likes of Scania and Volvo. While 
this issue of‘Scania Worldwide’ is actually 
from the 1980s, there is an article on the truck 
that arguably put Scania-Vabis on the global 
stage - and which in turn, helped kill-off 
the entire UK industry. The 1949 ‘LS’ range 
featuring Scania’s own direct-injection diesel 
engines. 

So, with the benefit of hindsight we can see 
the writing was already on the wall for British 
manufacturers, but unfortunately far too 
many senior executives were ‘busy’ on the golf 
course to notice. 
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Left: In the Spring 1970 issue of Hydraulics 
at Work, we find British commercial vehicles 
hard at work‘Down Under’. Local Tasmanian 
Edbro distributor‘Transpec’sent details 
of an ERF 6x4 tractor unit - with Rubery 
Owen Motor Panels cab, no less - pulling 
an impressive locally-built Kelly tandem 
axle tipping trailer. Australian (mainland) 
distributor Transport Specialties Pty Limited 
has recently supplied some new tippers 
on Bedford KM and Atkinson chassis to 
operator Trans West of Geelong in Victoria. 
The Bedford pulls a two axle ‘pup’trailer, 
while the four axle Atki - assembled in Oz 
with that striking locally-built GRP sleeper 
cab - pulls a two axle drawbar tipping trailer 
- locally referred to as a ‘dog trailer’. 


Right: Elsewhere in the 1970 issue - which 
was edited by Andrew Seacombe, one of the 
Leading journalists and PR practitioners of his 
generation - we find British lorries are still 
hard at work around the globe. In Scunthorpe, 
Lines, we find an unregistered Ergo-cabbed 
Leyland Hippo tractor unit - almost certainly 
based on a 6x4 tipper chassis - working 
entirely in-plant at the Appleby Frodingham 
Iron Works, transporting ore and slag on a 
Crane-Fruehauf dumper trailer. A new Leyland 
Lynx tractor unit with alloy Murfitt tipping 
trailer is transporting bulk grain, while some 
new - but hugely dated - normal control 
Leyland ‘Super Hippo’ export chassis tippers 
have just been set to work on Christmas 
Island in the Indian Ocean, transporting ‘wet 
phosphate’. Whatever that is! 

Back in sunny Walsall, West Midlands, a 
new36cubicyard/32ton gross Foden DAXB 
6/37 artic with weight-saving ‘runner-less’ 
Edbro tipping body on a York trailer chassis 
has just gone into service with well-known 
tipper operator, H Kendrick Limited. While in 
even sunnier Kenya, a ‘large fleet’ of LAD- 
cabbed Leyland Super Comet tippers has 
been delivered to Stirling Astaldi for road 
construction projects. Were LAD cabs still 
being built so Late? 



THE END 

That's the last in the series of Malcolm's 


look back into the pages of his transport 



archive for a while. We hope it's brought 
back some memories. Malcolm tells 
some great stories about the important 
part that commercial vehicles have 
played in his life - but what's your story? 
Have you got any memories, or 
reflections you'd like to share? Editor 
Mike Forbes is keen to hear from you. 
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While their colleague washes his Bedford CAvan, signwritten with SCATS Agricultural Merchants 
and Seedsmen, the driver and warehouseman use an early Lansing Bagnall reach truck to Load 
some Atco mowers and Geeco garden sprayers, for delivery to one of its branches, onto the 
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company’s Bedford S Type.XOR 102 (Hampshire, 1960) - with the Later grille, Bedford diesel 
engine, bigger eight-stud wheels, it’s not the smaller C Type - with an interesting side-loading 


covered body with dropsides and curtains. (CHCabn938) 



Mike Forbes has selected a number of pictures from the Hodge 'Stilltime' archive of various company's vehicles involved in the 

transport of different types of agricultural products. 



Top: A nice portrait of a SCATS Bedford DType artic,TOU 862 (Hampshire, 1958). The drop-frame 
semi-trailer is Lettered ‘Agricultural Engineers’this time. Unusually for this type of Bedford, it 
has a fifth-wheel coupling rather than a Scammell auto-coupling. It is loaded with two Massey 
Ferguson 35 tractors, which were popular with many farmers at the time. (CHC abn947) 


t could be said that agriculture is one 
industry which has no choice but to rely on 
road transport. It also faces vehicle operators 
with problems which they probably wouldn't 
encounter in other types of transport. 

Whether we are talking about the movement 
of animals, feedstuffs, seeds, fertilizer, machinery, 
milk, grain and other crops - we're in the middle 
of the sugar beet'campaign'as I write this - and 
many other commodities which have to be 
carried to or from the farm, we are talking about 
lorries (please, preferably not tractors and trailers 
if there is any distance involved on main roads) 
the railways and other transport modes hardly 
get a look in. 

While not necessarily having to go'off-road', 
many customers will be located down narrow, 
winding country roads and lanes, as well as farm 
tracks, often with issues of access into farmyards 
as well. This is one branch of the transport 
business where local knowledge is extremely 
useful, as nobody wants to get lost and have 
the problems of turning round, having gone 
the wrong way. I'm sure many readers will have 
their own horror stories of this sort of thing. The 
problems just get worse, the bigger the vehicles, 
which seems to be necessary to keep costs to a 
minimum. 

I've picked out some pictures of the vehicles of 
different companies in the agricultural business 
for this issue. I've included some pictures of 
lime spreading, in which several readers have 
expressed an interest. If anybody has any others, 
please send them in. The vehicles are likely to be 


adapted ex-war department chassis, which so 
many enthusiasts enjoy seeing. 

Here there are also pictures of the lorries of Hill's 
of Botley, a company perhaps better known for 
its heavy haulage activities, but once a leading 
haulier in the agricultural sector in the South 
of England, and SCATS - Southern Counties 
Agricultural Trading Society. 

SCATS was founded in the 1960s by a group 
of agricultural merchants and taken over by the 
Devon-based co-operative, Mole Valley Farmers, 
in September 2002. SCATS used to supply farmers 
across quite a large area of Southern England. 

The remaining parts of the company have been 


re-branded, with the its retail outlets now known 
as Mole Country Stores. There are still branches 
as far apart as Canterbury and Dorchester, and 
now East Anglia, the Midlands, North and even 
Scotland as well. 

I remember seeing SCATS vehicles when 
visiting Sussex and Hampshire in the 1960s and 
70s, when the familiar red and yellow colours 
depicted in these pictures were still to be seen on 
the company's vehicles. 

There's a good range of different vehicles here, 
dating from the 1930s-'60s, seen working in the 
1950s-'60s, so some good scenes for everybody 
to enjoy. 
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Another view of the Bedford D Type, with 
a bigger Case tractor, ECG 928 (Hampshire 
1941), presumably a wartime import to help 
boost agricultural output, but still around 
20 years Later, pulling a Massey Harris 
binder. (CHCabn939) 


Top: A rear view of the Bedford D artic, 
with one of the Massey Ferguson 35s 
being unloaded, down the long ramps 
which were carried on the trailer for that 
purpose. (CHC abn940) 


Right: Like most operators, SCATS had 
its own workshops, for maintenance 
and repairs to its vehicle fleet. Here a 
Bedford TA platform-bodied rigid, OAA 
83 (Hampshire, 1955 - presumably 
SCATS’ Romsey or Andover branch was 
the headquarters, hence the Hampshire 
registrations), and a CAvan receive 
attention. The new wing for a TA sitting 
between the vehicles suggests some 
accident repairs on the Lorry. One might be 
forgiven for thinking the SCATS fleet was 
all-Bedford, but there is at Least one Ford 
400E van peeping out from behind the 
Lift on which the Bedford CA is sitting. 

(CHC abn941) 






















Above: The Dodge 300 tanker is then seen ‘blowing’the Lime into a 
spreader trailer, behind a Fordson Major tractor, VXN 247 (London, 
1958-9), which will spread it over the field, to improve the soil. Not 
sure what the householders in the background would think about all 
the dust blowing about, but the drivers will be happy they haven’t got 
to transfer the Load with shovels from an open tipper. (CHC aawllO) 


Right: Proving the point that the fleet wasn’t all- 
Bedford, here is a diesel-engined Commer OX, PHO 
936 (Hampshire, 1956), which might have come 
to SCATS from one of the constituent agricultural 
merchants. This was fitted with an early hopper-type 
pneumatic discharge body, for the delivery of grain 
and animal feed in bulk, as it says on the side. The 
driver and his mate are fixing the hoses to‘blow’the 
feed into the hopper attached to the broiler house 
- Lucky chickens...The Large roundel on the screen 
is advertising the ‘Royal Counties Great Show* at 
Salisbury on 22-25 June that year. (CHC abn 946) 

Below: Seen being Loaded by gravity from an overhead 
hopper, here is another style of body for bulk powder, 
this time to deliver Lime. We published a side-on 
picture of this vehicle in a tanker‘Scenes Past’about 
five years ago. The Dodge 300 Series, WYU 316 
(London, 1959), was operated by the Amalgamated 
Limestone Corporation, South Western Services, from 
Chipping Sodbury,‘near Bristol’, carrying ‘pulverised 
fuel ash and ground Limestone’. (CHC aaw!18) 


Here’s a great shot of Amalgamated Limestone’s ex-War 
Department CMP (Canadian Military Pattern) chassis, fitted with 
a hopper body for spreading. Registered NYE 75 (London, 1953), 
and sporting a ‘4D’ badge on the grille, suggesting it has been 
re-engined with a Fordson four cylinder diesel unit, the driver 
of the CMP is making good progress across the meadow, leaving 
a cloud of Limestone dust behind him.There is a poster foi 
Bath and West Show on the nearside screen. (CHC aawlll) 










































by Hill & Sons, Transport Contractors of 
Botleyand Denmead in Hampshire, was 
milk collection from farms. This was done 
the old way, in churns. JL 9347, a wartime 
Thornycroft Sturdy, originally registered in 
1944 in Holland, Lincolnshire, is fitted with 
the classic two-tier body for the job, and the 
driver is exchanging empty churns for full 
ones, left on the roadside platform for him 
by the farmer. (CHC aat690) 


Right and below: An earlier wartime 
Thornycroft Sturdy, CBK 989 (Portsmouth, 
1940), again in use on milk churn collection, 
but with a standard dropside body, is seen at 
a loading bank at the depot, with all manner 
of bits and pieces in the background. In the 
view where the lorry is side-on the the bank, 
the driver is showing how the Loaded churns 
were moved by rolling them. (CHC aat683/5) 
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Scenes Past 


Some hard graft in 
the warehouse, as 
sacks are unloaded 
from a civilian 
wartime Bedford OYD 
with a canvas roof 
fitted on substantial 
hoops to its dropside 
body. (CHC aat686) 
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Right: The driver is roping down what 
look Like liquid oxygen bottles - but 
I’d be pleased to be corrected on 
this - on a platform trailer, behind 
a ScammeLL coupling-fitted Bedford 
OX tractor unit, HOR 225 (Hampshire, 
1949). As well as the Late registration, 
the cross-country wheels and tyres 
on the front suggest an ex-military 
vehicle. Note the front of a heavy 
haulage Low-Loader trailer to be seen 
on the right. (CHC aat692) 

Bottom right: Another Bedford 
dropside is being loaded with sacks 
carrying the name Silcocks in another 
part of the warehouse. More hard graft 
for the driver and his mates. From this 
angle, it Looks as though the Lorry has 
been blocked in with those stacks of 
milk churns as well... (CHC aat698) 

Below: Another Thornycroft, this 
time fitted with a Livestock body - 
permanently, not a container as was 
often the case, is seen in Hill’s yard 
being cleaned out, along with several 
other cattle floats, including two 
Bedford OYDs. (CHC aat 691) 
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Left: More animal transport, with 
ScammelL coupling trailers for cattle 
and horses and a Bedford OSS tractor 
unit, PHX 395 (Middlesex, originally 
allocated to the War Department 
from 1939), sandwiching a Leyland 
Lynx horsebox.There are also odd 
vehicles and parts in the background. 
Hills obviously had an eye for a 
bargain with the ex-WD Lorries and 
got Long Lives from them by adapting 
and rebuilding them. (CHC aat693) 



Above: A close-up view of the Leyland Lynx, CRV 203 (Portsmouth, 1946 
- another vehicle registered Later than would normally be expected, as 
this was a pre-war model). Again, the driver is cleaning it out, ready for 
the next job. (CHC aat699) 



Above: This time, it’s a Dennis Pax, GTP 407 (Portsmouth, 1952 - the 
newest vehicle in any of these Hills pictures, helping to date them), 
which has yet to be Lettered with the company name on the doors. It 
was photographed at the Local market, about to be Loaded with the 
cattle seen in the shed.There seem to be a number of women and 
children around, showing how the cattle market days were social events 
in those days. (CHC aat694) 





A vehicle from another fleet being Loaded 
at Hill’s warehouse. An AEC Monarch 
platform-bodied four-wheeler, EOT 120 
(Hamshire, 1945), in the fleet of Hounsome 
for Haulage of Dummer, south-west 
of Basingstoke in Hampshire, takes on 
another substantial Load of sacks of 
something (grain or seed...?) from Carter 
of Basingstoke, with only a sack-truck to 
help the job along. (CHC aat696) 
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Ian Young takes a look at some 
ex-military AEC Matadors that 
found a new life on 'Civvy Street' 


R ecycling is seen by some 

younger members of society as 
a modern day phenomenon, 
regarding it as the latest trend. 
More recently,'Upcycling' has 
become the latest buzzword, however, 
many of those promoting and adopting 
these supposedly new practices appear 
to have conveniently forgotten that 
many classic vehicle owners have been 
upcycling for many years! 


Above: Featured in Vintage Roadscene 
some months ago, the Shopland family 
in Somerset has been putting ex-military 
Matadors to work as timber tractors for many 
years. This example is now part of the famed 
Shopland Collection, although one of the few 
vehicles displayed in civilian guise. 

Right: Nigel BLatch’s ex-RAF Matador has been 
a regular on the show circuit for many years. 
The dropside Lorry was delivered to the Royal 
Air Force way back in 1953 and this photo 
was taken at the Toddington Steam Rally in 
2007. 
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Left: The disposal of the AEC Matadors in the 
post-war years saw many small companies 
snapping them up and putting them to use 
in a variety of tasks, ranging from timber 
tractors to towing vehicles, and many were 
adapted for their new roles by fitting new or 
modified cabs. 


Right: Funfair and circus operators have 
always liked the Matador, with many being 
purchased and modified for a variety of uses. 
This generator truck with a modified cab 
and rear body was spotted on display at the 
annual Kemble Steam Fair back in 2009. 


Below: The AEC Matador has always been 
well-liked by timber and recovery firms, 
with many still working today! This 1944 
example from Ruardean in Gloucestershire 
has been heavily modified from its original 
military guise, with a new cab, rear crane 
and bodywork. It was photographed at the 
annual Welland Steam & Country Rally in 
2009. 



To emphasize the point, I've gathered 
together a number of photos that feature 
ex-military vehicles which have gone 
on to find a second life on 'Civvy Street', 
many of which date back to the end of 
the Second World War, with some still 
earning their living today! It would appear 
that many of these lorries simply don't 
want put their feet up and have an easy 
time of it with, it seems, hundreds of 
these old war-horses continuing to earn a 
living more than 70 years since they were 
supposedly pensioned off. 

Go to any vintage lorry show, steam rally 
or even a travelling circus or fair, for that 
matter, and you're likely to come across at 
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least one of these vehicles. While they may 
be wearing different clothes and sporting 
more outlandish colour schemes than 
their original drab military paint, they are 
out there, but few allude to their former 
lives as part of this nation's fighting forces, 
so the next time you're visiting a show why 
not take a closer look at the vehicles and 
their information sheets because you may 
be surprised how many of them once saw 
military service! 


Right: Many bus fleets and heavy recovery 
firms used modified AEC Matadors.This 
example, seen at the annual Welland Steam 
& Country Rally, follows a familiar Layout for 
Matador recovery vehicles with a Large rear- 
mounted crane and modified rear bodywork, 
but retains much of the cab is as it would 
have been in military service. 




Above: The Harvey Frost crane was a popular addition to heavy recovery 
Matadors, as seen on this example operated by Don Ludlam.lt was 
photographed at a wartime weekend event held in Derbyshire and again 
much of the cab is as it would have been in wartime. 


Above: This Matador, spotted at an event in Toddington, was built 
for the RAF in 1952 and, following its demob, went on to serve with 
Wolverhampton Corporation Transport as a heavy recovery vehicle. 
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I Above: A Matador dating back to 1944, converted to a timber tractor, owned byR & D Hadley of Malvern. The Layout is typical of timber tractors, with the 
cab Left largely intact and the rear body replaced by a Large crane assembly, which usually makes use of the vehicle’s standard winch. 


42 January 16 


www.roadscene.com 






























Above: This Matador timber tractor is still being put to work and actually 
turned up to do some work in a copse of trees across the road from my home. 

It belongs to a Local timber company near Worcester and features a very simple 
frame at the rear and the early style roof on the cab. 


Left: The cab of the Matador is prone to rusting of the panels and rotting of 
the wooden framework. This restoration project was spotted Languishing in 
the backyard of plant contractors S E Davis and Sons Ltd, during a steam rally 
event. 


Though basically a Matador timber 
tractor, this example is one of many 
rebuilt by Douglas, using ex-military 
Matadors and seems to be one of 
the company’s early Series One 
timber tractors. Wynn’s was an 
early customer of Douglas and this 
example appeared at the Wartime in 
the Vale show in 2007. 
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A Century of Southdown Motor Services 


1915-2015 - Part 3 


In a series of articles, Malcolm 
Wright presents at a brief 
history of this much-loved 
Sussex operator and its varied 
fleet over the years, with 100 
representative photographs. 

S outhdown Motor Services Ltd 
was created 100 years ago, 
when what would become the 
BET Group, based on the British 
Automobile Traction and British 
Electric Traction companies, consolidated 
its position on the South Coast around 
Brighton, by bringing the services of a 
number of different companies together. 
Southdown's coverage was gradually 
extended across Sussex and beyond, with 
coach services to and from London and 
tours becoming an important part of its 
operations. 

A number of the pictures in this month's 
selection date from the days of the National 
Bus Company, which swallowed both the 
BET and Tilling area operators. Southdown 
had previously had agreements with Tilling 
company, Brighton, Hove & District, as well as 
Brighton and Eastbourne Corporations - in 
the days when such practical ways of working 
together were allowed. These days, all these 
operators, including the council-run services are 
part of the current big groups, set up following 
deregulation. 

Perhaps the attractive apple green and 
cream livery of Southdown's vehicles - 
always interesting because of the significant 
exceptions to the mainly Leyland fleet - or the 
connection in so many peoples'minds with 
holidays in the country or at the seaside, have 
been the reasons for Southdown's particular 
following among enthusiasts from far and wide. 

So, as the milestone of 100 years is passed this 
year, with rallies and other commemorations 
from the company's successors, we continue 
our look back with 100 photographs. Last 
month, we covered early post-war vehicles. 

Here we carry on into the 1960s-80s. 


Above: This PLaxton bodied C49F Leyland 
Leopard PSU3/3R, 176 DCD, was delivered in 
1964. It was one of the first PLaxton coaches 
purchased by Southdown and was fitted with 
low-backed Leather-covered seats. 



ARSHALL 


f h>Kj>u l. 1 ! r.iiiir *t..- ■■At 
jW pw fci fn4»w*i fi h a nW b*H 


oT CAMlfcffSCE E*d DMHIMUE E 




11 M I I N 


TIMPSONS chooje BEADLE 

hwh caHrom cc^am 


SOUTHDOWN Motor S&rvlcas 



iiriii s iirn.’n| nr 
nrijjir^V uinamLil 

ROQTE 5 

DIESEL 

ENGINE 


|«HH fl. 


|CD>,CIIBiJi .□[ i i;, |_T& 
tSsrchM-d, hrm 


V 


Above: First a couple of period advertisements featuring Southdown vehicles, from ‘Passenger 
Transport’ in 1956 for Beadle coaches with the Rootes Diesel Engine, and ‘Bus & Coach’ in 1965 
for bodywork by Marshall of Cambridge.These show how sales to a well-respected operator were 
often used by the vehicle builders to attract further customers. 
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Above: In 1953, MUF 652 joined the Southdown fleet with its Duple 
C41C bodywork.This coach served until 1965, passing via dealer Cowley 
to Gorman of Rutherglen by 1968, then to Garthamlock Parish Church, 
Glasgow by 1970. 



Above: GUF 250D was a 1966 Leyland PD3/4 with NCME FH39/30F 
bodywork, featuring panoramic windows. With an experimental heating 
and ventilation system, it was exhibited by Northern Counties at the 
1966 Commercial Motor Show. (Norman Hamshere). 



Left: This 1963 Bristol 
Lodekka FS6G,with ECW 
H33/27R bodywork, 4755 
AP, was transferred to 
Southdown from Brighton, 
Hove & District in 1969, 
on the formation of the 
National Bus Company, 
and seen in NBC green 
Livery. 


Below: Showing the rear 
open platform of 1960 
Lodekka, SPM 22, in NBC 
green Southdown Livery. It 
has since been preserved 
in its original Brighton, 
Hove & District Livery. 



Left: This 1960 Bristol Lodekka FS6B/ECW 
C033/27R convertible open topper, RPN 11, 
was also transferred at the same time. It is 
seen in the Southdown colours in which it 
was painted in the early 1970s. 
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Above: New as a Park RoyaL-bodied H31/26RD bus on a Leyland PD2/12 
chassis in 1955, OCD 765 was withdrawn from regular passenger service 
in 1970 and moved into the driver-trainer fleet as T765, painted mainly 
yellow. (Norman Hamshere). 



HCD357E was a 1967 
NCME-bodied Leyland 
PD3/4, which eventually 
became a driver-trainer 
for Yorkshire Traction 
after leaving Southdown, 
as seen here. 



FCD 294D was a 1966 NCME-bodied Leyland PD3/4, seen at a rally in Southdown 
Livery as trainer T294. It is now preserved by FLippard of Shoreham. 
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I Above: A Ford Transit van, RUF 591H, new in 1970, used by Southdown in 
its service fleet as no V91. (P Trevaskis) 


Above: Another vehicle in use as a NBC driver training vehicle, LCD230F 
was a 1968 Leyland PSU3/3RT, with PLaxton C49F bodywork. 
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Above: Another‘Oueen Mary’ new in 1965 was BUF 426C, a convertible 
open-top FC039/30F Northern Counties-bodied Leyland PD3/4, which 
passed to Harris Bus in Essex for a time. It is now preserved by Lawrance 
at Colchester and used for special events by Southdown Historic 
Vehicles Ltd. 


Above: An unusual Livery/fleetname combination seen on former BH&D 
2442, an early 1950s Bristol KSW6G with ECW H32/28R bodywork, which 
passed to Southdown in 1969 and was converted to driver trainer T442. 


Above: 1967 saw the arrival of HCD 351E,a Leyland PD3/4 with NCME 
FH39/30F bodywork, with semi-panoramic windows.lt is not currently 
preserved. 


Above: New in 1961,2871 CD was another Leyland PD3/4, which became T871 
from 1974 and was painted in the yellow trainer livery. (Norman Hamshere). 



Above: NUF 74 was a 1954 Duple C41C Leyland PSU1/16, which was part 
of a batch that were converted to C26Cfor extended tours in 1957 and 
re-numbered from 1674 to 1845.They were converted back to C41C 
in 1962 and this vehicle was withdrawn by 1967, sold via a dealer to 
Wimpey, then on to Belmont Bleaching & Dying Company by 1971, 
where it served for a further two years. 



Above: PUF 251M,a 1974 Ford R1114with Duple C49F bodywork, standing 
alongside ex-1691, a Harrington C41F-bodied (re-bodied from C28F) 
coach on a Leyland L2T chassis, both here in Wimpey Livery in August 
1980. Sister Ford PUF 249M is preserved by Maynes of Buckie. 
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1: LUF 640 was a 1952 aLL-Leyland C41C 
coach. It served Southdown until 1964, 
when it went to Mexborough & Swinton 
of Rawmarsh, serving there for a further 
three years. 

2: The year 1963 saw four Harrington¬ 
bodied C28F coaches on Leyland LT2 
chassis join the fleet. 547 BUF was 
converted to C41F in 1972 and Loaned to 
Alder Valley in 1974. (Norman Hamshere). 

3: BUF 82C was a Leyland PSU3/3RT 
chassis with Plaxton C49F, new in 1965, 
but gone from the Southdown fleet by 
1974. 

4: New to Southdown in 1970, RUF 
816H is seen here in Shamrock & 
Rambler/National Livery. It was a Duple 
‘Commander IV’C32F-bodied Leyland 
PSU3A/4RT, which was re-seated to C48F 
and Left Southdown by 1982. 

5:1968 saw the delivery of this 
Willowbrook-bodied B45F Leyland PSU3/ 
RT, still showing in fleet Listings in 1985, 
despite being Listed as ready for sale 
some five years earlier! 

6:1968 also saw this Marshall-bodied 
B45F Bristol RESL6G bus purchased by 
Southdown. It was sold by 1981. 

7: UCD 602J was a Bristol RELL6L, with 
ECW B50F bodywork, new in 1971. It 
was part of an order for ten similar 
vehicles but only three arrived, with 
the remainder going to Thames Valley 
Traction Co of Reading. This bus was 
re-numbered to 492 in 1977 and gone 
by 1988. 

8:TCD 382J was a 1970 Daimler CRG 
6LX-30 with NCME H40/31F bodywork. It 
was last Listed as a Southdown vehicle 
in 1980. 

Below: CUF 264L was a Duple-bodied 
C49F on a Leyland PSU3B/4RT chassis, 
new in 1973. It is seen in the all-white 
NBC Livery, with small Southdown decals 
above the front wheel-arches. It was not 
Listed as a Southdown vehicle after 1988. 
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COCA COLA BEDFORDS 

Stuart Spandler of the Goodwin Development Trust looks back fondly to the days of his youth in Hull. 


The only picture of a Coca Cola 
Karrier Bantam Stuart could find is 
of the Matchbox model, courtesy 
of Vectis Auctions.. If anybody has 
pictures of the real vehicles, I’m 
sure we would all be pleased to 
see them - Ed 



O ne of the most enduring 
marques of British lorry of 
the 1960s and 1970s was the 
Bedford TK. These vehicles 
formed the staple component 
of many a sizeable fleet in Britain, among 
them Coca Cola Northern Bottlers Ltd, which 
distributed Coca Cola from various local depots 
across Yorkshire. 

In the 1960s, the Hull Depot of the Coca Cola 
Company was located just around the corner 
form our house, quite close to the city centre. 

At the end of every school day, we would rush 
home from school as quickly as we could, 
change out of school uniform and rush round 
to 'Coke', to await the arrival back from their 
daily rounds of the three delivery lorries, which, 
following the strangely mid-Atlantic speak of 
the depot manager, were always referred to as 
'trucks'. 

When the depot first moved to this location, 
the three trucks consisted of a Karrier Bantam, 
OKF 104, a diesel Bedford TJ -1 think: the one 
with the long bonnet and sweeping front 
wings - 5979 AC and the pride of the fleet, 
a modern Bedford TK, 8694 UE. The Karrier's 
registration number was, I believe, issued in 
Liverpool and the Bedfords'in Warwickshire, 
and minds more astute than mine will probably 
be able to date the vehicles from them (1953 


for the Karrier, 1958 and 1960 for the Bedfords, 
according to Len Newall's invaluable book- 
Ed). 

The Karrier Bantam was replaced in 1961/2 
by an another identical Bedford TK, 9924 
WD, identical to the depot's original TK in all 
but niceties of livery, and the Bedford TJ was 
replaced in 1964 by a third TK, AXC 527B, a 
London registration issued in 1964-which, 
unlike the two previous TKs, was a diesel and 
came in the new corporate livery of red and 
white, instead of yellow, and sported the 
recent TK addition of a'cow catcher'in front 
of the grille. The fleet, for the period when I 
was involved, was completed in 1965 with the 
arrival of a similarly liveried Bedford CAvan, 

FXC 595C, in which we used to love driving 
round with sliding doors nonchalantly left 
open. 

Up to the arrival of the third TK, all the 
vehicles had been in a yellow and red livery. 
The KC, and -1 think - the Bantam were all over 
yellow with only the tail board in red, which 
carried the Coca Cola trademark in the world- 
famous original John Pemberton script. The 
TKs also had red front and rear mudguards and 
red cab roof, with a red headboard above the 
cab bearing the Coca Cola trademark. 

All the trucks, regardless of make or 
model, carried the then standard and highly 


distinctive Coca Cola bodywork which was 
basically a flat bed with full-height front and 
rear bulkheads, with a central full-height fore 
and aft bulkhead, running the full length of 
the body. This effectively divided the loading 
area into nearside and offside areas, apart from 
the three bulkheads, totally open. Cases of 
drinks were loaded two deep, four or five high: 
Coca Cola - all in the distinctive curvy shaped 
bottles - on the near side, with various brands 
of orange and bitter lemon, and large Coca 
Cola bottles on the offside. 

The offside loading area also had a small 
canvas covered locker for carrying cases of 
cans, which in those days formed only a tiny 
percentage of sales and came without in-built 
ring pull opener. Safe loading of the cases of 
bottles was an art, and usually involved binding 
the rows together by means of upturned 
empty drinks cases placed across three rows 
downwards on to the bottles on the top row. 
Unfortunately this did not always work, and all 
the trucks carried a sweeping brush and bucket 
to cope with the inevitable occasional accident! 

I have trawled the Internet but, other than 
the one supplied with this article by kind 
permission of Ray Swift, I regret I can find no 
pictures of Coca Cola vehicles of that period, 
nor, to my knowledge, have any of the model 
makers other than Matchbox yet included a 
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Above: Bedford TK 9924 WD - complete with Bedford Drivers’Club badge - in Goole with 
driver Ray Swift. 

Below: An Austin A35 Countryman Like the secretary’s, which was regularly washed and 
driven around the depot by teenager Stuart and his friends 


Coca Cola variant in their classic truck ranges, 
despite the fact the EFE now have quite an 
extensive TK range. Gentle nudge...! 

Each evening after school, then, a band of 
more than willing teenaged volunteers would 
load up the trucks, while the drivers got on 
with their'demanding paperwork'(which 
curiously was rarely finished before loading 
was complete!) This meant that those of us 
whose legs were long enough to reach the 
pedals were taught to drive, so we could move 
the trucks around the depot - this made all the 
hard work well worthwhile and was a heaven 
sent dream come true for a whole generation 
of young teenagers who all saw ourselves as 
budding macho truckers! 

Saturday mornings were spent in tidying the 
depot and after we had waited very patiently 
and without a sound, while the manager did 
his weekly stock-take, we would wash the 
trucks, which was always the highlight of the 
week, with most of those engaged becoming 
just as wet as the trucks themselves. 

The manager's car also got the once over: 
this was originally a Hillman Husky, but was 
replaced in 1963 by an ultra modern brand 
new Anglia 105E Estate, the arrival of which 
caused great excitement! There was also a 
very bland A35 'Countryman' belonging to the 
secretary: not half as exciting as the trucks but 
we'd drive anything in those days! Once the 
manager had gone home, or to the Beresford 
Arms next door with the drivers, the drivers' 
cars got a wash, too. These were, at various 
times, an old black Wolseley Six-Eighty (leather 
seats, trafficators and column change), a small 
Ford Thames van, with the inevitable small 
window just behind the passenger door, a 
BMW Isetta'Bubble Car'and a Mkll Ford Consul 
Loline. 

During school holidays, we used to go out 
with the drivers on their delivery rounds, 
fighting each other for the right to go on the 
'plum' rounds.These included a day outto'Brid', 
delivering to all the seaside cafes, including 
a visit to Butlin's Camp at Filey, where, as the 


roads were on private land, albeit thronged 
with holidaymakers, we were allowed to 
actually drive the trucks round the site (what 
would the Health & Safety bods make of that 
these days?) 

Another place we would drive was on the RAF 
camps at Lecolnfield, Patrington and Carnaby, 
with its chilling rows of missiles all pointing 
over at the USSR. The favourite round, though, 
was out to Goole on a Friday with the youngest 
of the drivers, Ray Swift, who was always great 
fun to go out with. Most of the calls in Goole 
were to cafes and fish and chip shops, around 
or near the docks. I well remember having one 
of the trendy'frothy coffees'which were all the 
rage in those days at Vasou Vasiliou's trendy 
coffee bar and then being given a huge fish 
and chips at one of the shops, before going to 
Charlie Ransome's cafe by the dockside where, 
fifteen minutes after the fish and chips, we 
would be given a huge hot dinner of meat and 
tatie pie and veg, swimming in gravy. Growing 
lads! 

In those days, Goole was the edge of the 


universe as we knew it, and involved a run 
along the A63, stopping off at transport cafes 
on the way, plus various shops in villages such 
as Newport and Gilberdyke.The most exciting 
part of the journey was the short stretch of 
dual carriageway - quite a rarity in those days 
- which formed the Ferriby bypass, where we 
would get very excited at our drivers using 
the'lorry drivers'code'of flashing headlights 
when safely overtaken by other large vehicles! 
Halfway spot on this round was the old AA 
box at the A1034 junction to South Cave, 
which would remind us to watch out for the 
AA patrolmen on their motorbike and sidecars 
saluting AA members as they passed them. 

Further excitement came once a week when 
the'trunker'arrived at the depot from Leeds, 
carrying replenishments for the depot - usually 
around 700/800 cases at a time - and taking 
away the corresponding empties. These were 
usually -1 think - eight wheel ERFs or Fodens, 
which had ratchet hand brakes they had to 
work backwards and forwards, presumably to 
tighten the handbrake cable. Depending on 
who was around, we junior truckers sometimes 
got a chance to move these around the depot, 
too. Imagine the euphoria of that for a 14/15 
year old! 

All good things, as they say, must come to 
an end and, towards the end of the 1960s, 
the Coca Cola depot moved away to a new 
location to the east of the city, with loading 
and unloading being mechanised with the 
use of pallets and fork lifts. Modern day safety 
regulations would never countenance allowing 
what we used to do, but for those of us who 
were there at the time, this was our version of 
the 'Swinging Sixties' and those years of sheer 
hard physical work and the thrill of driving 
those huge (to us) vehicles will always remain a 
treasured memory and for us a right of passage 
into adulthood. 
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Mike Forbes discusses some new model releases which will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 



Oxford - Taking on the World 

The sub-heading on Oxford Diecast's 
catalogue seems to say it all. This company 
is now producing the widest-ranging series 
of different models in all sorts of scales, to 
suit modellers and collectors in many fields, 
notably the various ranges of classic road 
vehicles in which we are interested. 

It's not quite a case of If you want a model of 
something, there's bound to be something in 
the Oxford range', but it's not far off. Notably, 
classic lorries in 1/50 scale seem to have been 
forgotten by all the model manufacturers, a 
situation very different from 10-15 years ago. 
As long as you are prepared to'downsize'to 
1/76 scale, though, Oxford has plenty to offer. 

Among the latest releases, there are the Ford 
Cargo box van, ERF LV and Scania 110 artics, 
Scammell Highwayman and low-loader, AEC 
Ergo tipper, Bedford OY and OX rigids and 
artics, plus more modern vehicles, including 
DAF, ERF, Scania, Volvo and Mercedes artics. 
The Komatsu PC340 excavator is to be released 
by Oxford with both standard and long-reach 
boom, like the version in the Eddie Stobart 
series. 

Predictably due first in Stobart colours in 
the New Year is an impressive-looking car 
transporter, as well as platfom and 


low-loader trailers, plus the brilliantly eccentric¬ 
looking pre-war three-wheeled Thompson 
Aircraft Refueller, of which the pre-production 
samples are shown here. 

Fire engines now include the Thornycroft 
Nubian Major and Land Rover FT6 Carmichael. 
New models to come include the six-wheeled 
Range Rover and Fordson 7V, plus new versions 
of the previously released Dennis, Scania and 
AEC turntable ladder. New military models 
include more versions of the Bedford QL, the 
Dorchester Armoured Command Vehicle, 
Scammell Pioneer, AEC Matador, Austin Tilly 
and Diamond T. Along with the Scammell 
Showtrac, some of these are appearing in 
showman's liveries as well. 

Among the buses and coaches in 1/76 scale, 
the latest announcement for early next year is 
a Bristol/ECW MW6G'Royal Blue'coach, which 
is something to look forward to, along with the 
new Leyland Titan PD2 in Midland Red colours, 
as well as Maidstone & District. The all-Leyland 
Royal Tiger has appeared in Lough Swilly 
livery, with North Western to come; the Duple 
Roadmaster is coming in Belle Vue Coaches 
and South Notts colours, the Plaxton Panorama 


in Cotters of Glasgow and Yorkshire Woollen 
liveries and the Weymann Fanfare as Barton 
and Neath & Cardiff AECs, not to mention the 
MacBraynes Bedford OWB and South African 
Airways Commer Commando. 

The Ford 400E van is coming in Southdown 
livery, as well as Royal Mail and as a British 
Railways mini-bus, like the previously released 
1 /43 versions. There are new Ford Transit Mk 
3s in white, Royal Mail and British Rail liveries, 
the Transit Connect in British Gas (where's 
the cartoon man who fixes your boiler with a 
tweak of a screw-driver?) follows the Royal Mail 
version, with the Bedford CA ice cream van in 
Wall's colours, and Lyons Maid to follow. An 
LMS Austin 7 van, along with a Union Jack FX4 
taxi, AA Land Rover and new variants on the 
Volkswagen T25 van are to come as well, plus a 
Tri-cycle van ambulance - what next? A Massey 
Ferguson 135 tractor with a cab in red will be 
followed by a yellow version. 

New cars in 1/76 scale include the Austin 
A60 Cambridge in Persian Blue and white and 
1300 GT in Bronze Yellow, with other colours 
to follow, plus the latest Discovery 3 in blue. 

A Blower Bentley, Citroen 2CV, Ford Consul 
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Where the model meets the real thing 



Granada, VW Golf GTI, Nissan Qashqai, Volvo 
Amazon and PI 800, Vauxhall Astra, Cavalier 
and Vectra in various guises, new Jaguar XJ and 
XF saloons, XK convertible and Rover P4, plus 
new colours on existing models have all been 
announced for release during the next few 
months. 

Moving up to 1 /43 scale, the big news is an 
Aston Martin DB2, both saloon and drophead 
coupe versions, in British Racing Green, of 
course, plus modern DB9 and Vanquish coupes. 
The Volvo Amazon is also coming in this scale, 
along with a Vauxhall Firenza. Pre-production 


Phantom llPSedanca deVille'and Phantom 
V James Young saloon. The recently-released 
Austin Healey 100, Daimler SP250, Datson 
240Z, Jensen Interceptor and Jaguar VI2 E 
Type and XK150 are all coming in new colours. 
New Land Rover versions include a Royal Mail 
hardtop, United Nations and REME, with a 
'Batman'Mini and Mercedes/Whitby ice cream 
vans for good measure. 

In the smallest 1/48 or'N'scale, the latest 
models include a six-wheeled Scania Irizar 
coach in Eurolines livery. To come are an 
Eastern National Bristol Lodekka, BEA Commer 
Commando, Ribble and Southdown Leyland 
Royal Tiger coaches, Midland Red Plaxton 


'New Routemaster'. A Wall's Whitby ice cream 
van, a Hot Dog Trailer and a Bedford MWD are 
among the latest releases, with new versions of 
the Land Rover Defender, Bedford CA ice cream 
van, AEC Matador Austin Tilly, and a Stobart 
Mecedes Actros to come. 

Many of the models are obviously designed 
to appeal to railway modellers, as well as 
vehicle enthusiasts and collectors, judging by 
the liveries, but there is plenty to interest us 
as classic vehicle enthusiasts. Oxford Diecast 
releases three catalogues each year, showing 
the latest models and what's on its way, or you 
can join the Collectors Cub - details on www. 
oxforddiecast.co.uk 
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EFE keeps them coming 

Exclusive First Editions continues to release 
new versions of its many different 1/76 scale 
model bus and coach models, with the 
occasional lorry model for good measure. 

A recent introduction was the Atkinson 
articulated boxvan in National Carriers 
livery, seen in issue 191. This was the first of 
a new version of this tractor unit, with twin 
headlights and bumpers. To follow, there is a 
Bedford TK rigid boxvan in Rail Express Parcels 
livery, yet another railway livery, but welcome 
all the same. 

The flat-front Bristol VRT has appeared in 


Durham District Tilling Green and Solent 
Blueline yellow and blue. Older type coaches 
in Tilling cream and green are the Hant & 
Dorset Bristol LS and Lincolnshire RELH.The 
MCW-bodied Atlantean is now available in 
Manchester red, with to follow the mainly 
cream of Devon General's convertibles, but 
with the top on. The GM Standard Atlantean 
has appeared in First Greater Manchester 
orange, with Thamesdown's blue and white 
to come. More Leyland Nationals are to come 
in East Kent NBC red and Colcester's cream 
and red and the Plaxton/Mercedes mini-bus 
has appeared in Norfolk Green colours, now 


already historical on both counts. 

New London Transport models to come, 
for which EFE is well-known, include an RT 
in London Country NBC green and another 
Routemaster, plus a 'Subscriber Special', a 
Greenline RCL Routemaster Driver Trainer. 
These limited edition models make subscribing 
to EFE's newsletters even more interesting. 
Lastly, in this 100th year of Southdown, two 
rather different liveries feature on two more 
models to come, a Harrington Cavalier in the 
classic Apple Green and a Bristol RELL bus in 
NBC green. EFE is doing a great job of filling the 
gaps, while we wait for some all-new castings. 
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Found in a Sicilian barn, the sun streams 
in on a 1955 Ferrari 500 Mondial. 

The model is from the ‘Shell CLassico 
Collezione Ferrari’ by Maisto. 


Graham Dungworth lets his imagination run away with him after a bargain model find... 


A cool evening breeze blows in 
from the Mediterranean Sea, 
bringing a welcome relief from 
the heat of the day, as you sit 
on the terrace of your hotel 
enjoying a cappuccino and absorbing the 
sights, sounds and smells of Sicily. You have 
chosen Campofelice di Roccella as your holiday 
destination, not only for its position on Sicily's 
beautiful northern coastline, but also for its 
association with theTarga Florio motor race. 

It is your intention to drive round as much 
as you can of the 44.64 mile'Circuito delle 
Madonie Piccolo', and because the race was 
held on public roads which were only closed 
for the event itself, this shouldn't prove to be 
too difficult. At breakfast this morning, you 
mentioned your interest in the race to Guido, 
one of the hotel's waiters who proved to be 
quite knowledgeable about theTarga Florio, 
and said that before your holiday is over you 
must talk to old Giovanni. 

Apparently Giovanni knows more about the 
race and its history than anyone in Sicily, not 
only that, but he actually has an old racing car 
in his barn. That did it, you said that you would 
love to meet old Giovanni and Guido promised 
to arrange everything. 

You get up early the next morning and meet 
Guido, who is taking the day off, outside the 
hotel in your rented Alfa Romeo. The sun hasn't 
yet started to bake the pavement and the cool 
morning air is heavy with the scent of flowers. 


Guido tells you that Giovanni lives in Collesano, 
which is not too far away. The road is steep and 
twisting amid spectacular mountain scenery, 
but the Alfa takes it in its stride. Giovanni is in 
his 80s and doesn't speak a word of English 
but, with Guido as interpreter, he invites you to 
see the racing car in his barn. 

The barn doors are open and the Sicilian 
sun streams in on a blood red 1955 Ferrari 
500 Mondial. Giovanni and his granddaughter 
Sofia, who is busy feeding the chickens, have 


removed the filthy green tarpaulin, under 
which the Ferrari has lived for the last 40 years 
and given the car a wash for your benefit. 

"Giovanni says the car it come to Collesano in 
1975", says Guido in his best English,"It break 
down on the street, much smoke and noise. 
The driver say if Giovanni will look after the car 
until he come back to collect it, he will pay him 
much money, but he never return and car still 
here". 

The bonnet is leaning against the barn wall, 



Two very different kinds of horsepower. The Ferrari has been pushed out into the Sicilian 
I sunshine and is being admired by a young boy from the back of his pony. 
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so the engine is easy to examine, but the 
ominous oil stain beneath the Ferrari confirms 
your suspicion that there is, indeed, a hole in 
the block. Giovanni insists that the car should 
be pushed outside so that you can get a better 
look at it. 

Sofia arrives with coffee and cipolle con le 
sarde (onions with sardines) and herb-seed 
bread made with basil, dill, oregano and 
sesame seeds. You sit in the Ferrari behind 
the iconic prancing horse badge in the centre 
of the steering wheel and close your eyes, 
imagining the car competing against Maserati, 
Jaguar and Mercedes-Benz for the FIA World 
Sports Car Championship... 

Suddenly you feel cold and at the same 
time hear a loud buzzing noise in your ears. 
You open your eyes on a cold, dark January 
morning in England with a light dusting of 
overnight snow. You reach out and switch off 
the bedside alarm and the loud buzzing stops. 

We have all done it, had a dream about the 
ultimate'barn find', whether it be a car, van, 
lorry, bus or coach. My story could never 
happen of course, the history of every Ferrari 
500 Mondial is too well documented for one 
to turn up in a Sicilian barn. However, the story 
was inspired by the way I found the model 
Ferrari in a box on Accrington Flea Market, 
peeping out from under a pile of pretty 
unrealistic toy cars and 'Thomas the Tank 


The model has a very well detailed engine, in particular the twin carburettors and extremely 
fine raised ‘Ferrari’ Lettering on the cam covers.Though originally plain black plastic, 
sympathetic painting has really brought the engine to Life. 


Engine' items; it cost the princely sum of one 
pound! 

Getting it home and taking a closer look, it 
struck me that the pattern of scratches and 
paint chips was fairly consistent with a real car 
kept in a barn for years, so I decided to model 
the Ferrari as a'barn find'which I thought 
would be something a bit different, as can be 
seen in my first three pictures. The model is 
from the Shell Classico Collezione Ferrari series 


I believe that these models were made by 
Maisto.They are quite common in America but 
not seen so much in Britain, and actually I have 
only seen one other. 

Of course, I couldn't resist the temptation to 
do a full restoration and, as I always base my 
models on an actual vehicle, I began the search 
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I “And then on left hand bends she do this!” Franco Cortese explains the shortcomings of the Ferrari’s handling to his pit crew in the week leading up 
to the 1955 Targa FLorio. 
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Where the model meets the real thing 


Franco Cortese tackles the mountain section between Caltavuturo and CoLLesano in No 74, the Ferrari 500 Mondial he shared with Antonio Pucci. 


for a suitable candidate. This I found in the car 
that was driven by Franco Cortese and Antonio 
Pucci in theTarga Florio held on the 16th 
October 1955, and the results of my efforts can 
be seen in the next two pictures. 

The real Ferrari 500 Mondial was named to 
celebrate the world ('Mondial') championship 
won for Ferrari by Alberto Ascari. It featured 
a 2.0 litre four cylinder engine, designed by 
Lampredi and a body by Pinin Farina. It was 
basically similar to the 3.0 litre Ferrari 750 
Monza, the only external differences being the 
'power bulge'in the bonnet of the 3.0 litre car 
and the shape of the radiator grille opening. I 
have actually seen several 1/43 scale models 
of car No 74, the Cortese/Pucci car, wrongly 
described as a 750 Monza. 

The history of theTarga Florio is fascinating. 
The race was created by Vincenzo Florio in 
1906, long before the Mille Miglia or the 24 
hours of Le Mans, and soon became one of the 
most important European motor races. From 
1906 to 1911, the race consisted of just one lap 
of the 92 mile'Grande'circuit, which was used 
again in 1931. 

From 1912 to 1914, the lap length increased 
to 606 miles, covering almost the entire 
perimeter of Sicily, reverting to a 67 mile 
shortened version of the'Grande'circuit from 
1919 to 1930.The lap length was again reduced 
to 45 miles from 1932 to 1936 and this version 
was used again from 1951 to 1977, although 
theTarga Florio ceased to be classed as a round 
of the World Sports Car Championship in 1973 
after 2 fatal accidents. 


The truly unbelievable statistic is that, in the 3 
years from 1948 to 1950, the race was held over 
a single lap of 670 miles! Even on the shortest 
45 mile'Piccolo'circuit, the drivers had to 
negotiate 800-900 corners per lap and contend 
with spectators in small mountain villages 
standing or sitting next to or even on the track, 
not to mention the occasional wandering 
donkey! 

The race started at Cerda and ran anti¬ 
clockwise through Caltavuturo, then over 
a mountain section, rising almost 2000ft to 
Collesano and back to sea level at Campofelice 
di Roccella, where the competitors raced along 
the coast on the 3.7 mile Buonfornello straight, 
longer than the Mulsanne straight at Le Mans, 
and back to Cerda to complete the lap. 

In 1955, the year in which the Targa became 
part of the FIA World Sports Car Championship, 
the race was won by Stirling Moss and Peter 
Collins, driving a Mercedes-Benz 300SLR in 
9hr43min, at an average speed of 59.83mph, 
thereby securing the championship. Thanks to 
the nature of the terrain and the many corners, 
average speeds at theTarga never exceeded 
80mph, the lap record was set in 1972 by 
Helmut Marko, driving an Alfa Romeo 33TT3, at 
33min 41 sec, an average of 79.69mph. Marko 
later described the race as "totally insane". 

Unfortunately'our' Ferrari 500 Mondial driven 
by Cortese and Pucci was eliminated in an 
accident on lap 7 of the 13 lap 1955 race. Unlike 
almost every other race (the Isle of Man TT is 
the only other one that comes to mind), the 
cars were flagged away one at a time, every 


15 seconds, because a start from a full grid 
was impossible on the twisting narrow roads. 
Drivers had to learn the course in public traffic 
during the week before the event, often in their 
race cars fitted with licence plates; theTarga 
really was very different! 

Like most of us, I am interested in all sorts of 
classic transport, from cars and commercial 
vehicles through to locomotives and aircraft 
but, possibly because of a not very successful 
but highly enjoyable competition history, my 
first love has always been classic sports and 
racing cars. I hope that this has come across in 
my words and pictures and maybe aroused the 
curiosity of other readers. 

If you ever get the chance to visit Sicily you 
must take time to visit the towns and villages 
on the old Targa Florio course, you will not be 
disappointed. The Targa Florio name still exists 
as a rallying event and is part of the Italian Rally 
Championship. 



Just one of the many natural hazards facing 
competitors in the Targa Florio. 


www.roadscene.com 


January 16 59 












Following on from the last issue, we have selected more pictures from the rally reports from all our regular 
correspondents, showing some of the vehicles they saw at rallies during September and October. Hopefully 
these memories of those sunny autumn days will help to cheer us up in these dark damp winter days. We'll have 
some more in the next issue to finish off the 2015 season - before we get started on the new year's events... 



1: Keith Baldwin went to the Trans-Lancs 
Rally at Heaton Park in Manchester on 
September 6th, where on a sunny Sunday, 
there was a good turn-out of buses, Lorries 
and cars, transport stalls, a funfair, boating 
Lake and the Heaton Park Tramway to enjoy. 
Among the commercials, he photographed 
this 1974 Ford D Series with a beaver-tail 
body, LBV 356N. 

2: Some of the vehicles joined a road run 
from the Manchester Bus Museum.This 1950 
AEC Regent III, LTF 254, back in its original 
Morcambe & Heysham Coporation Livery is 
seen arriving at Heaton Park. 

3: An unusual sight at the Trans-Lancs 
Rally was this 1982 Leyland Leopard, MFZ 
9840, with Alexander (Belfast) bodywork, in 
Ulsterbus Livery. 
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4 : The following week, on Sunday 13th 
September, Jim King went to the Essex Country 
Show at Barleylands. He says the weather was 
not so good, but there was plenty to see and do 
for the many visitors, including tractor pulling 
and a funfair. Among the commercials on show 
was 5102 MF,the 1961 Foden S20 recovery 
vehicle in the livery of well-remembered London 
company A PanneLL Ltd of Golders Green, owned 
by Tony Lavender of Heathfield, East Sussex. 

5 : All the way from Wimborne, Dorset, were John 
and June Coakes,with CTK 599, a 1946 Dennis 


Max, with a lovely livestock body, and MOW 649R, 
their Leyland Marathon tractor unit, with which 
they then went on to the Bedford rally - there’s 
dedication for you... 

6: Looking very smart in its Brentwood Coaches 
livery was 558 FBF,the 1961 Bedford Super Vega 
of Jonathon Brenson. 

7: The sign says that this 69 year old lorry has 
spent 60 years with one owner. EFU 9, the 1946 
Jensen 6-tonner of Barrie Stone of Dunton, Essex, 
is still in the livery of Robert Crawford & Son of 
Frithville, Boston, Lincolnshire. 


8: Dave Jeakins of nearly Billericay had three 
vehicles at Barleylands, these two Ford Model 
Tvans, HM 2397 from 1922 and IW101, a 1921 
example with a Luton van body, plus a Bedford 
M Type, KCE 793. 

9 : Another attractive pre-war light commercial 
was ETW 749, the 1937 Morris L2 of Laurie Cook 
of Chelmsford, Essex. 

10 : Demonstrating the art of reversing a draw¬ 
bar trailer, using the front hitch on DAH 742Y, his 
1982 ERF C Series, was Dave Downs of Peldon, 
Essex. 
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Right: Keith Baldwin headed to Glasgow on 
Saturday, October 10th, for the Open Weekend 
at Bridgetown Bus Museum. There was a 
good selection of buses to see and ride on, 
connecting the museum with the centre of 
Glagowand Riverside Museum. Seen in the 
Bridgetown Museum are two ex-MacBraynes 
vehicles, 198 CUS, a 1961AEC Reliance with 
Duple body, and GUS 926, a 1951 Maudslay 
Marathon III, with Park Royal coachwork. 

Below: This 1958 Bristol Lodekka LD with 
Eastern Coachworks lowheight body,TVS 367, 
has been restored in its original Central SMT 
Livery. 


Right: New in March 1969 to Paul’s of Ryde, Isle of Wight, NDL 375G, 
a Bedford VAM with Duple Viceroy bodywork, is preserved in the 
Livery of OK Motor Services of Bishop Auckland, County Durham and 
seen outside the Bridgeton museum. 



I Above: Jim King and Berry Fenn went to the 16th Kettering Vintage Rally & Steam Fayre, at Cranford on Sunday, Setember 27th.The show was up to the 
usual high standard and blessed with good weather.This 1945 Bedford OST,CNV 218, Looked the part with its steel tipping body. (Jim King) 
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1: The well-known AEC Matador-based Douglas timber tractor, JUV 894, seen at Rushden in May still with a dark red cab, has now been returned to 
its original Ministry of Civil Aviation Livery, worn when it worked at Heathrow, as seen at the Kettering rally. (Barry Fenn) 2: Offering a comparison was 
PYD 539, a 1952 Bedford ML, one of two at the rally fitted with the Holden cab in Australia, in the Livery of PA Harvey. (Jim King) 3: A nice-looking ERF 
four-wheeler with the KVcab, KBU 492, in the Livery of Richard Moulding & Son, seen at Kettering. (Barry Fenn) 4: Having started Life with Esso or Shell 
pulling a tanker trailer, ScammelL Higwayman 209 BGO is now preserved in its Later guise as a showman’s ballast tractor. (Barry Fenn) 5: Another 
vehicle with a interesting past is LPC 297P, a 1952 Leyland Hippo ex-Balloon Winch, now preserved complete with its equpment by E Prentice and seen 
at Kettering. (Jim King) 6: A more recent preserved vehicle is G558 NUE,the 1990 ERF E14 tractor unit, finished in the striking Livery of G L Baker and 
owned by Edward Chesterman of Leicester - yes, our Colin’s son. (Jim King) 
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Above: Mike Forbes and Jim King went to the Bedfordshire Steam 
& Country Fayre, at Old Warden, near Biggleswade, on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 19/20th.There was the usual wide variety of exhibits, 
including steam, fairground, commercials and other vehicles and plenty 
to do and see. We ought to start with a steam vehicle. This Sentinel S4, 
CML 781, dating from as Late as 1935, was previously rallied in the Livery 
of G M Peach & Son, of Balsall Common, but was at Bedford in this rather 
fetching Cadbury’s purple. (Mike Forbes) 



Above: Another Federal, this time in US military colours, 585 YUP, a 1944 
tractor unit of Darrell Copeman of Colchester, Essex, usually seen at the 
MVT Essex Meeting at Heybridge. (Jim King) 



The editorial Setter getting in on the act, admiring the 1957 Scammell 
Highwayman, 4489 HK, in Crow Carrying Co Ltd Livery. The rear of the tank 
carries a lovely logo and Lettering. (Mike Forbes and Jim King) 



I Above: What a good advertisement for‘Craftsman Paints’, MYT 590 is a 
beautifully-finished 1952 Morris Z Van. (Mike Forbes) 



Right and below: A contrast in ex-military 
timber tractors, with AEC Matador, HNM 435F, 
next to Federal FBM 664, plus a close-up of its 
interesting badge. ((Mike Forbes and Jim King) 
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Above: The 1955 Austin Loadstar, RXX 905, of Brian Morgan of Spalding, 
Lincolnshire, restored to its original BBC Livery, now sports a period 7V 
camera on the roof at shows Like the Bedford rally. (Jim King) 



Above: More timber tractors, a Bedford OL, two AEC Matadors, one with 
a replacement Mk V-style cab and a Unipower, Lined up together at 
Bedford. (Mike Forbes) 



Above: A classic Line-up at Bedford, with Austin ‘Three-way’dropside, 
OPP16, Commer OX, MNM 328 and Bedford A Type, SYF 431. (Mike 
Forbes) 




I Above: This ScammeLL Highwayman, WUU 768, is still working for its 
fairground owners, Rose’s Amusements. (Mike Forbes) 



Above: The registration tells us this is one of the many ex-AFS Bedford 
S Types preserved, LYO 775, but nicely finished in its‘Three Counties 
Haulage of Luton’ Livery, carrying a wooden case marked ‘VauxhaLL Cars, 
for General Motors, Wellington, NZ’. 
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SCOOTERMANIA 

A CELEBRATION OF STYLE AND SPEED 
BY JOSH SIMS 

BLOOMSBURY PUBLISHING PLC 
50 BEDFORD SQUARE, LONDON, WC1B 3DP 
WWW.BLOOMSBURY.COM 
ISBN: 978-1 8448-6277-1 £14.99 


Here's a book no ex-Mod will want to 
miss, while others might be surprised at 
the number of different types of scooter to 
be found all over the world. It might even 
broaden the outlook of hardened motor¬ 
cycle fans. Chapters cover the history and 
design of these small-wheeled machines, 
their military role, post-war transport for the 
masses, Italian, British and American makers, 
their cultural impact, from basic transport on 
the Continent, to Hollywood and the Mods 
in Britain in the 1960s, clubs, rallying and 
even racing since, right up to the modern 
machines, both here and around the world. 
There is lots of interesting information and 
some great pictures to enjoy. Where were you 
in the '60s? Perhaps this book will help you to 
remember... 


THE ALBION MAGAZINE 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE ALBION 
CLUB, 7 JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, 
SCOTLAND, PART OF THE BIGGAR ALBION 
FOUNDATION. 

The latest issue of 
this club's newsletter 
offers items on an 
ex-Guinness CX7 
eight-wheeler, 
now available 
for restoration, 
the 42nd Biggar 
Rally, the Club's 
own Chieftain, a 
long-preserved 
Valkyrie bus, a report from 'Down Under', 
pictures, including an accident with a tram, 
news, adverts and more, all of interest to 
Albion owners and enthusiasts, This club 
is recommended for anyone interested in 
Albions and you don't have to be a vehicle 
owner to join. 



THE LEYLAND SOCIETY JOURNAL 

VOLUME 3 NUMBER 17 SUMMER 2015 

LEYLAND TORQUE 

NO 69 AUTUMN 2015 

THE LEYLAND SOCIETY LTD, 

C/0 213 CASTLE HILL ROAD, TOTTERNHOE 
DUNSTABLE, BEDFORDSHIRE, LU6 2DA 

Both are available free to Leyland Society 
members - £27 per annum, application forms 
from the Membership Secretary, 37 Balcombe 
Gardens, Horley, Surrey, RH6 9BY or from the 
website www.leylandsociety.co.uk 
The Journal is also available at £9 
including postage, cheques payable to The 
Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, 
Gloucestershire GL14 2XE. 

Leyland Torque is a quarterly magazine, 
which includes regular features, like news 
about the society, its gatherings, 'What 
Leyland's Doing' now at the factory, the 
pictorial 'Leyland Lorries for Loads, 'Food for 
Thought','Odd Bodies', plus in this issue an 
article on Melbourne's fleet of'Drop End' 
single-deck buses and the 1920s 30 cwt Z 
Type. There are lots of interesting pictures and 
information about Leylands. 

This Leyland Journal is a bit late, but'worth 
the wait', as editor Mike Sutcliffe MBE says. 





There are some 
great articles about 
the prototype 
rear-engined double- 
deckers which led 
to the Atlantean, an 
in-depth look at the 
Leyland Cub and 
Lynx of the late 1930s, Dublin Fire Brigade's 
Leyland appliances and Part 2 of the detailed 
history of Todmorden Joint Omnibus 
Committee. Lots of fascinating material, put 
together by experts. If you are a Leyland 
enthusiast, you really need to join the Society 
and read these publications. 


A1 LANDMARKS 

FASCINATING POINTS ALONG THE ROUTE 
JAMES CLARK 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, THE HILL, STROOD, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL5 4EP 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 9781 4456 5450 8 
£14.99 

Something a little 
different, this book 
takes us on a journey 
from London to 
Edinburgh, pointing 
out the interesting 
buildings, including 
churches, inns, 
cinemas and cafes, 
monuments, bridges 
and other, mainly man-made, features along 
the route. The Great North Road, as the 
A1 used to be known, has always been an 
important route, even after the motorways 
were built, used my many people, but who 
notices the details of the various buildings 
and structures along the way. I can see 
readers of this book taking longer over their 
journey north, stopping off to look at some 
of these places, missing a few by-passes to 
look at the towns and villages and what they 
can see. There are lots of fascinating facts 
and much of interest in this book. I wonder 
if it might be the start of a trend, with similar 
volumes covering more of our nation's 
routes? 


NARTM GAZETTE 

- NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ROAD 
TRANSPORT MODELLERS 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
COLIN FOSTER 

UNIVERSAL SOLUTIONS 4 BUSINESS LTD 
UNIT D2 NEWTON BUSINESS PARK 
CARTWRIGHT STREET, NEWTON, HYDE 
CHESHIRE, SK14 4EH. 0161 367 8999 
E-MAIL: NARTM@US4B.C0.UK 
MEMBERSHIP: £16 PER ANNUM (UK) 

NARTM is the club 
for all road transport 
modellers, whether they 
collect diecasts, build 
kits, convert models or 
scratch-build, catering for 
all scales and materials. 

Members receive four 
copies of this A5-sized 
Gazette each year, 
with news, reviews 
and articles for the road transport modeller. 

There are details local meetings and open days 
and on-line discussions, plus reports from the 
area meetings, which feature lots of pictures of 
members'models, complemented in this issue by 
articles on building a 'Pluto'aircraft refueller and 
recovery vehicles, useful information on tyre sizes 
and types, a couple of'chop'projects, and kit and 
book reviews. 

The association's magazine offers plenty of 
encouragement, along with hints and tips on 
modelling, which could all be most helpful, 
especially for the less experienced modeller. 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


IT'S ALL AT THE CO-OP 

I have just received Issue 193, and was partway 
through the above article, when I remembered 
that the South East Co-op had (and may still 
have) a Membership and Education Department. 
In 1994,1 was in contact with their Archivist, 

Mr Roy Roffey, regarding the Royal Arsenal Co¬ 
operative Society, which ran a fleet of coaches. 

As a boy in the 1950s, I remember these vehicles 
in their handsome dark red and cream livery. Mr 
Roffey kindly provided some information which I 
hope may be of interest to other readers. 

As the Society's name suggests, it was based 
in Woolwich, where the coach operation 
commenced in 1920 with six Dennis charabancs. 
By the next decade regular services operated 
between London and Bournemouth in addition 
to excursions and private hire. AEC Regals 
superseded the Dennis vehicles, then Leyland 
Tigers arrived between 1932 and 1939. 

After World War II, AEC Regals with Beadle 
bodies were purchased, also Daimler CVD6s, 
even an Austin and a Dennis Lancet. In 1949 
AEC Regal Ills, with Wilks & Meade bodies, were 
introduced, together with Whitson-bodied 
Maudsley Marathon Ills. Bedford OBs made their 
appearance in the same year, these being the 
first of a subsequently long association with the 
Bedford marque. 

In 1956, underfloor-engined coaches were 
introduced, in the shape of AEC Reliances 
with Duple bodies and, five years later, further 
Reliances with Burlingham bodies arrived, 
but these were kept for only three years and 
may have been the last AECs purchased. Like 
many other operators, a move towards lighter 
weight vehicles was made in 1963, when Duple- 

r 

CARDIFF TROLLEYBUSES 

I write concerning the article in Issue 191 
'Confessions of a Trolleybus enthusiast' (note 
the small 'e'). As the Co-ordinator of the 
Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project, on 
reviewing the article, I am pleased to have the 
opportunity provided by Vintage Roadscene 
to present an informed item to readers about 
the important, exhaustive restoration work the 
project is performing in boiler suits, rather than 
anoraks. 

The project was formed in 1992, with the aims 
of returning available extant Cardiff trolleybuses 
to Cardiff, undertake their restoration and 
petition those in authority for an overhead 
circuit to run them. By 1995, on receiving 
permission to use an old bus depot at nearby 
Barry, we obtained our first vehicle, a Bradford, 
which had tenuous links to Llanelly (or Llanelli 
as its now known) and, as happens when you 
want a bus, you can't get one then two more 
arrived in the form of ex-Cardiff 'decker fleet 
number 262 and ex-Cardiff saloon 243. 

v 


bodied Bedford SB5s were added to the fleet. 
Subsequently the conversion continued in the 
form of Duple-bodied Bedfords of the VAS, VAL 
and SB types. I believe that I once saw one of the 
SBs in preservation, but I am unsure if it still exists. 

I have no documentary evidence, but I believe 
that RACS Coaches continued to the end of 
the 1970s or early 1980s, but at one stage in 
the 1960s, the company was operating express 
services to Bognor, Bournemouth, Brighton, 
Clacton, Eastbourne, Hastings and Margate, 
along with tours, private hire and race-day 
services to Epsom, Ascot and Goodwood with a 
fleet of between 25 and 30 vehicles. 

Perhaps other readers know if any other 
Co-operative Societies operated coaches? 
Meanwhile, for the record, I think the magazine 
content is just about spot on. There will always 
be areas of interest to some but not others. 

For example, I am not particularly interested in 
vehicles overseas but their presence does not put 
me off the magazine. Some readers get agitated 
about features on buses/coaches on the basis 
that "there are other publications for that stuff" 
but these vehicles were all part of the 'vintage 
roadscene'. I particularly enjoy the monochrome 
streetscene photos, but if you want information 
on liveries a colour picture of a vehicle at a rally 
is often all that is available. I have just renewed 
my subscription for two years so I guess I must be 
satisfied! 

Graham McQueen 
(from Norfolk, but an ex-Londoner) 

Allan Bedford is working on an article about RACS 
for a future issue, but any contributions on other 
Co-operative Societies' vehicle fleets would be more 
than welcome... 


Both these vehicles are extremely rare, as 
262 is the last of 25 constructed in Cardiff by 
local coachbuilder Bruce and, as they only 
ever built these 25, number 262 is the sole 
survivor and the only Bruce-bodied trolleybus 
in the world. Our saloon 243 is unique in 
being a one-off, as Cardiff had a spare chassis 
and required another vehicle for its Pier Head 
to Monument route, which could only be 
operated with single-deckers, because of low 
bridges. On entering service, 243 became the 
last three axle single-decker built in the UK 
and the last to operate in revenue earning 
service. 

Without going into too much detail, we 
remained at Barry until late 2000, when a 
decision to relocate to our present location 
on farm land to the east of Cardiff was taken. 
From occupying an empty stock barn, the 
project has created, over the intervening 
fifteen years, a workshop facility capable of 
vehicle restoration to a very high standard 
and could claim to be the foremost'non' 


MORE ON STANDARDVANS 

I would just like to add a little to the article in 
the October 2015 issue of Vintage Roadscene, 
entitled'Light Vans - often overlooked'. The 
centre page shows the Standard 7cwt van. 

Behind it is the Standard 12cwt Chassis Cab. You 
said that you thought it might never have got 
further than the 1958 Motor Show? 

Well, the brochure for these shows one built 
into a gown van, but they are very rare. I have 
seen photographs of examples used internally 
at Standard Triumph, but only one in real life. It 
was registered in February 1961, and was lying 
around on a farm in West Wales in the early 
1980s. As most'Outcasts'of Standard Triumph 
seemed to end up in West Wales for some reason, 
maybe this was formerly an 'internal use'vehicle? 

A chat to the Phase 3 Vanguard Owners Club at 
that time told us that the only other two known 
were'basket cases; in the brambles of a scrapyard 
in Cheltenham. This complete example went to 
'Hot Rodders; who attempted a'Chop Top'on its 
cab and messed it up. The abandoned remains 
went to a chap in Leighton Buzzard, who was 
to attempt to build a replica. A new chassis was 
found in a Technical College in South Wales. An 
Ensign saloon bodyshell was cut in half, and the 
original 'Tub'was to be refurbished. However, it 
seems the project was never completed because 
of ill health. 

As far as a 12cwt van is concerned, this had the 
Vanguard III front end.These were rare, as I only 
ever remember seeing one used by a Window 
Cleaner in Cardiff, when it was on its last legs. I 
hope other readers can add some interesting 
comments, or even pictures in response. Can't 
wait to see them. But please, no one-piece Aussie 
imports! 

Malcolm Kirk, 
Caitlin House Transport Project. 

museum aligned group in the UK. As such, 
we are the only trolleybus restoration group 
in the Principality and, with rent to pay along 
with purchasing materials and equipment, 
finances are supplemented by various means. 
New members are always welcome, whether 
active or otherwise, the common objective is 
to bring to fruition restored trolleybuses as a 
heritage, leisure and education facilitator. 

John Greeves has accepted a future 
invitation to visit and be kept informed of our 
progress with the possibility of an writing an 
article for Vintage Roadscene in the future. 

To view a selection of our restoration work, 
there is a Facebook page of photographs, as 
well as our website, www.cardiff-trolleybus. 
org from which membership details can 
be obtained. Visits to our workshop can be 
arranged on either workdays, Wednesdays 
or Saturdays: please e-mail keith_walker49@ 
hotmail.com 

Keith Walker, Project Co-ordinator, 

Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project 
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TIPPERS AT THE BARBICAN 

A friend in Australia contacted me about 
issue 131, October 2010, regarding the site 
clearance of the Barbican. He collected 
registration numbers of tippers and must be 
a bit of a fanatic! I have much information on 
this subject The Bedford TK featured was one 
of a pair, the first two in Essex. The owner/ 
driver of the Fadden vehicle featured was 
'Blondie' Banhan, who we knew very well. 

He's the one with the balding hair looking at 
the spare wheel! (Correction on the caption, 

14 cu ft should be 14 cu yards.) The Daylock 
notice referred to a company we contracted 
for, one of the directors being Bill Edrich the 
famous ex-cricketer. 

The Bedford was driven by me or my father. 
The company name was C Lutman & Son 
Ltd, and I was the son. I have enclosed two of 
your excellent photos in an enhanced form, 
one of which from a very small size in the 
case of the Bedford featured. 

Incidentally, I am a regular concert-goer at 
the Barbican these days. 

Colin Lutman, via e-mail 

v___ 



HULL HAULIERS 

I was very pleased to receive the latest issue 
of your magazine and especially the article on 
'Hauliers of Hull'. I have lived in Hull all my life 
and remember all these hauliers and many 
more who where based in Hull, most of these 
disappeared with the advent of containers in the 
late 1960s. 

However, Robertson DaleTpt did move into 
the ferry era with continental trailer movements 
and eventually became IJ BlakeyTpt, while Hull 
& Glasgow Road Carriers Ltd was taken over by 
another Hull haulier H FalkinghamsTpt, which is 
no longer operating. 

Other hauliers of this period were Richardson, 


Hull & London, nightly trunk services, which 
operated a large fleet of AEC Mammoth Majors 
and drags, along with Albions and Maudsleys; 
Wake Bros, Hull & Birmingham, operating a 
varied fleet but mostly Dodge artics;Towerhill 
Tpt, with mostly Bedford artics; Hull & East 
Riding Tpt, with a varied fleet of four-wheelers, 
including Seddons; Dunlings Haulage, with a 
small fleet of, I think, Dodges. 

CWS Transport Division ran a large fleet of 
four-wheeled Thames Traders, running kegs of 
butter and sides of bacon in hessian covers from 
Hull Docks to Manchester, which had come over 
on the Ellerman Wilson Line butter boats from 
Denmark. 


British Road Services of course had a large 
fleet of vehicles based at three different depots 
during the 1950s, moving into one depot at the 
beginning of the'60s. 

All these hauliers and other smaller companies 
were fully employed, with a varied amount of 
cargo from the docks and all the many large 
and small manufacturing companies based in 
Hull. This, of course, does not include the many 
hauliers employed by the fish trade of which 
Hull was the largest deep sea fishing port in the 
country. 

I hope I have been able to expand a little more 
on your article. 

Dave Green, Hull 


CLASSIC PICTURES 

I have just added to my vast book collection 
the absolutely wonderful Tate & Lyle story. 

I have a simple link with Tate & Lyle, as the 
company had for many years a'satellite 
depot'at Stoke Orchard, near Cheltenham. 
When I was a lad, my dad drove for Cleeve 
Hill Transport of Cheltenham and, as I hated 
school, I was always out with him, and we 
often loaded sugar, in sacks or packs, into 
and out of this depot. Sometimes this was 
on a Seddon 5L, SDF 812, or a Leyland 
Octopus 'Harmonica' (as we come from 
Cheltenham, don't you know), VAD 563, 
sided, or VAD 564, platform - wonderful 
days! 

When I grew up (yet to be achieved, 


really) I dreamed of driving one of the Tate & Lyle 
Foden eight-wheeled tankers as, every night, a 
host of these fine vehicles would 'night trunk' 
up and down to Silvertown. Plenty of time to do 
the trip! 

By now I was a lorry driver and often, after a 
long and busy day at London Docks, we would 
give each other'the lights; as they were London- 
bound. Me in a Bedford A Type and later an 
Albion Reiver, how I envied them, in their white 
overalls, and how they whiled away the end of 
their shifts at the'Windrush', while poor little old 
me had re-loaded and was on my way back up 
to London Docks or some such. 

This depot at Stoke Orchard later became a 
super depot for Santa Fe Express! So, yet another 
link for me, while I was a proud Santa Fe Express 


driver, my mind always went back to the Tate 
& Lyle depot there. 

Oh, another wonderful book is'Trucks 
in the 80s. Thanks, 44 tonnes of them, for 
David Wakefield's photos and Nick Ireland 
for creating the book - and more thanks 
for the photo on page 24 of my Santa Fe 
Transcontinental at one of the Peterborough 
Truckfests. Look hard and you can see my 
name, Driver, Dougie Vick, is on the door. 

Such a shame these lovely liveries have 
almost disappeared for cost reasons. We all 
have lorries in our blood, diesel in our veins. 

I myself am back in the UK to renew my HGV 
licence each year, at 73 years old and still a 
'Diesel Dog'. Let's all keep on trucking... 

Douglas F Vick, Cheltenham Spa. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND MINI- 
ARTICS 

Some observations on the December issue. 
The article on Co-op vehicles was very 
interesting, but I don't suppose that many 
people realise that, more than 90 years 
ago, the Co-op had two goes at vehicle 
manufacture themselves. In 1919, the CWS 
Manchester branch took over the premises 
of the Cotton Industry Motor Transport 
Ltd, and at the same time purchased the 




patterns and designs of Bell Brothers of 
Ravensthorpe, who had made Bell cars and 
commercials since 1905. 

CWS did not continue the cars, but made 
a range of light commercials, travellers' 
broughams and vans with 2.5 litre engines, 
joined in 1922 by a 30-40cwt chassis with 
3.9 litre four cylinder Dorman engine, with 
four speed gearbox and overhead worm 
drive. They were bodied in the Co-op's own 
workshops at Broughton and Newcastle, and 
were for sale only to the Co-op and related 
companies. Manufacture continued to 1930. 
They were marketed under the name CWS 
Bell. 

Separate from this venture was the CWS 
three-wheeler car, made in the company's 
Tyseley, Birmingham, factory which also 
made motorcycles under the names Federal 
and Federation. The three-wheeler was 
powered by an 8hp JAP V-twin engine, with 
chain drive to the single rear wheel. It was 


only offered for the 1922 season. 

I have no photographs myself of these 
vehicles, but for those with access to 
my Encyclopedias, there is a photo of 
the three-wheeler on page 360 of the 
Beaulieu Encyclopedia of the Automobile, 
and of a CWS Bell van on page 167 of the 
Encyclopedia of Commercial Vehicles. I 
should point out that the research on the 
commercials was by Mike Worthington- 
Williams; I hare merely recycled his 
information. 

Replica vans; I am not sure about the 
white Jacobs biscuit van on page 53, which 
was possibly an Albany, but the yellow 
one below and the Huntley & Palmers one 
on page 56 were both Asquiths. This was 
probably the best-known of the replica 
vehicles; the company also made hotel 
buses and at least one retro-style London 
taxicab. 

I cannot give much in the way of captions 



to the mini-artic pictures, the 1968Transit 
was in London W11 in 1968, the Mercedes 
508D was in Interlaken in 1974, but I think 
the 1991 Iveco Daily with the long trailer 
one at Heathrow in 1994 may have been 
for carrying temporary barriers, rather 
than luggage trolleys, though probably it 
could be used for both jobs. I saw a similar 
one at Gatwick. A rarer mini-artic, which 
I did not photograph, was a Bedford CF, 
near Gloucester. The Kuhne & Nagel Iveco 
49-10 was in Locarno in 1994, the one at 
Muotathal, Switzerland, in 2002 is the only 
one with a crew cab. ITF, in the latest photo 
from 2011, stands for Interlaken Trucker 
Festival, an incredible event at which over 
2000 (they say) trucks gather for a three 
day event, mostly modern but with a small 
sprinkling of'old timers'. 

Sorry about the mistake over the 
Southdown coach in Interlaken; my memory 
over 60 years ago is not perfect, and I did not 
take a photo, as I concentrated on pre-war 
vehicles in those days. It was not unlike the 
Harrington-bodied coach in the first photo 
on page 46 of the December issue. 

NickGeorgano 
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POOR MAN'S JAG 

Could I, at the risk of boring 
your readers stiff, reply to Mr 
Chapman's response concerning 
the'Poor Man's Jag'. 

Discerning, middle-class people, 
the type who bought Rovers in 
the'glory days'from 1933 to the 
BL take-over, would not have 
looked at a Jaguar. Of course, the 
expression implies inferiority - it 
has everything to do with quality. 
If you can't buy what you'd really 
like, you have to make do with the 
next best, cheaper and inevitably 
inferior product. 

I've noticed Mr Chapman likes 
the word 'always'. I his June article, 
he said: "Rovers... were always 
known in an uncomplimentary 
way, as the Poor Man's Jag." I 
utterly refute this contention. As 
I have already said, Jaguar and 
Rover prices were very similar 
from before the war, up to the 
BL take-over, ie 1933-67. Mr 
Chapman said they were "always 
£1000-1500 different." When? 

Can he produce a price list that 
reveals this? Not only that, but 
I cannot find anybody being 
uncomplimentary about Rover 
before the war. Can Mr Chapman 
produce evidence from any 
quality motoring magazine that 
Rover was not held in very high 
regard at that time? Or after the 

v____ 


war? Or in the 1950s? Read the 
road tests, that's all anyone has 
to do! 

The expression that Rover 
was the'Poor Man's Rolls'can be 
traced back to 1938, when the 
Daily Telegraph of January 13th 
referred to Rover being "the Rolls- 
Royce of light cars". The Autocar, 
January 12th 1938, referred to 
the Rover 16, at £360-370, as "a 
really beautiful job... gives the 
impression of being a £1,000 
car scaled down, so quiet is its 
performance and so splendid its 
interior finish." 

If I might finally quote William 
Boddy in 'Motor Sport', April 
1961, who said: "It has been 
said that the postwar Rover is 
the poor man's Rolls-Royce and 
the aforesaid silent running is 
certainly complementary to this 
sentiment... it is true of both Rolls- 
Royce and Rover that the noisiest 
item, at low speeds, is the clock!" 
That was in relation to the rover 
3 Litre. 

After the BL take-over, my 
interest in Rover waned. I am not 
talking about cars from the later 
period. 

Finally, with Mr Chapman's 
preoccupation with facts, perhaps 
we could remember Mr Forbes' 
own reaction to my original letter 
- that he "thought that'Poor Man's 


Jag'didn't look right either - why 
didn't I do something about it?" 
'Nuff said? 

By the way, thanks for the truly 
splendid archive photographs, my 
favourite material. 

Martin Gardener, Gloucester. 

I fear I have to side with Mr 


Gardiner, at the risk of upsetting 
a regular contributor. I've never 
thought of the Rover and Jaguar in 
the same context, and 'Poor Man's 
Rolls' was the expression I learned 
in my youth. But I think it must be 
his little drawing on the back of the 
envelope which swings it - sorry 
Norman! 

_ J 


MYSTERY PICTURE 

Just spotted the letter in issue 188 of Vintage 
Roadscene.This yard was immediately behind 
Swiss Cottage Underground station in Avenue/ 
Finchley Road, NW3.The entrance was off 
Winchester Road, one of the many side roads in 
this area. 

Eton Garages leased most of the space for'off 
road'parking. One of the biggest users in this 
area was Harry Green, who operated a transport 
business running services between London 
and Derby. He mainly operated Luton vans on 
contract work. He would acquire other small 
operators, to gain additional 'A' licence usage. 

He had several other small premises in the same 
area, mainly as offices or storage. 

Prince Marshall kept his Gilford, AEC'Diddler; 
and the Renown, all at the bottom of the 
same yard. As a result of meeting them there, 

I consequently joined the HCVC, and became 
Member 096. 

Chris Salaman, via e-mail 
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I am now getting your magazine 
on a regular basis, it takes about 
5 weeks to get here but it does 
eventually arrive! 

As promised here are some 
photos of my recently completed 
Leyland Crusader, coupled, as you 
can see to a low Bed Trailer. The 
Komatsu 275 model sitting on its 
back weighs 240kg on it's own! 

Remember all my models are 
'scratch'built to 1/5 scale. I don't 
know what the truck and trailer 
weighs, but I would think in the 
region of 70kg. I don't do things 
by half! 

I hope you and other readers find 
this of some interest. 

Brian Bickmore, New Zealand 


NEW ZEALAND MODELS 


( WH CULLEN 

I Thanks for a great magazine, I look forward to it every month. I'm writing concerning the 
I letter from Mr H Daulby, not far from me in Croydon. He mentions W H Cullen Ltd, which 
[ had shops around London. I worked for the company in the late 1960s, I think. It was a good 
1 old fashioned firm, with a mixed fleet, Seddon Mk 5s, CommerTS, Bedford TKs, big Seddon 
1 units and trailers, all sorts. Our depot was also the head office, at Earl Street/Appold Street, off j 

| Moorgate in the City, behind Liverpool Street Station, in the'arches'. 1 

| I started off as a mate, but ended up driving. We all got redundancy, after buying out | 

[ Kinghams of Dorking. We had a bottling plant at Waterloo and used to bottle Guinness, which ! 

1 that company never did itself, there was a cooked meats factory at Highbury/Barnsbury in 
[ North London and a garage at Barnsbury. | 

1 We did mainly wholesale deliveries, to hospitals, pubs, hotels and firms. I even used to go to j 
1 Buckingham Palace every week. Straight in the back way, no security in or out, same as The 
I Mint. We had the crest on the door, so we could use the'Red Road; The Mall! 

1 A good old firm. You could smell the coffee blending and roasting all over the City and a 
I Christmas bonus every year of £100 per man. Cullens kept its off-licences, Winemart, going for [ 

| a while after the sudden closure. I hope Mr Daulby and the other readers will be interested in [ 

1 this. | 

Tom Brown, Mitcham Junction. 

11111M111M111 111111M11M111 i 


C PRESERVING THOSE ^ 

PICTURES? 

In part 5 of his excellent series, Malcolm Bates 
makes the good point that it is difficult to 
record historic information on a digital photo 
file, unlike a slide in a card mount, or on the 
back of a paper print. I would suggest that 
even more worrying is whether digital photo 
files will last through the years in the same 
way as photos on film? 

Just ask yourself how many digital photos 
only stay in the camera, never being 
downloaded onto a computer, let alone 
being printed off as a hard copy. Will todays 
digital storage media be usable in years to 
come? Where will the old photos of today's 
vehicles come from for Vintage Roadscene in 
the year 2066,1 wonder? 

Roger Newark, Doddington, Cambs. 

V____ J 
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LIME SPREADERS 

In response to your footnote of Duncan 
Stuart Watkins letter on Lime Spreaders 
in the December edition of Vintage 
Roadscene I have attached a few 
pictures of lime spreading vehicles that 
I have captured over the years. I was 
surprised at just how few I have seen in 
comparison to the number of vehicles I 
see each year. 

Jim King, via-e-mail 


Top: The 1943 GMC CCKW 353, MSU 680, of Lewis Weaver of Ludlow, Shropshire, seen at the Classic Commercials Show at Malvern, in March 2011. 

Centre: Unrestored 617 LHO, the 1964 Bedford RL of Norman Young of Okeford Fitzpaine, Dorset, seen at the CTP Gillingham Gathering in Dorset, in February 
2011. Bottom: OHR 366G, Norman Young’s 1969 GMC, seen at Gillingham, in February 2012, all fitted with Lime spreading bodies. 
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SCRAPYARD SCENES 

WHEN RUSES HAD 
RADIATORS 


PLUS MORE OF THE USUAL FEATURES 

FEBRUARY ISSUE, ON SALE JANUARY 15TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 


NEXT MONTH 


All ■ 


MUNICIPAL VEHICLES 

EX-MILITARY 

SCAMMELLS 

SITE DELIVERIES 

OVERLAND TO 


To subscribe n VINTAGE j? 
see pages 50-51 KOADSCENIL 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally primed from 8Qp inc P&P. 
Preo digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-fine or mail order 

5AE NA3TCVR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail infb@na3l.nrg Phane. Sob 01903 2351 

Land; sea or air negative collections purchased 


TO ADVERTISE IN 


n VINTAGE 17 

Koadscenil 
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PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 


CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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H ere's a historic street scene. The 
pictures were taken in Wallasey 
in January 1959. Revolution? 
That's Wallasey Corporation 
Motors fleet no 1, FHF 451, 
the first production Leyland Atlantean, 
put into service the previous month. This 
Metropolitan Cammell Weymann-bodied 
double-decker was the first of so many rear- 
engined buses to go into fleets in the UK 
since. 

It had number of detail differences from the 
other Wallasey Atlanteans which followed, 
making it unique, but it survived in service, 
latterly with Merseyside Passenger Transport 
Executive, until 1977, and is now preserved, 
in its lovely original primrose and cream 
livery. 

Amazingly, Wallasey had stuck to what 
looked like a basically pre-war design for the 
bodies on its previous Leyland Titan front- 
engined double-deckers, built in the early 
1950s, so the then ultra-modern Atlantean 
must have come as a shock to the locals. 

The bus was photographed in a main 
street with lots of shops and a branch of the 
National Provincial Bank, on the left, next to 
an establishment with a clock, which might 
advertise a restaurant, but there are 'Players 


Please'signs, another which says 
'Shave'and then what looks like 
'New Brighton Post Office'. 

On the right are 'Swift Cleaners', 

'JTowneley Davies', open until 
8pm, for the sale of Woodbines 
and the Liverpool Echo, among 
other things, which you could 
go and smoke and read in 'The 
Cosmo'cafe with the neon sign 
next door. Further back, there 
are another cafe and clock, plus 
'Fish & Chips to take out'. 

The parked vehicles include, on the left, 
a Vauxhall Wyvern, Volkswagen Transporter 
van and a Beetle, a 1950s Ford, a 1940s 
Jaguar, a Standard 8, a pre-war Ford 8, 
complete with external spare wheel, and a 
shiny Ford Consul. On the right, following 
the bus, is a scruffy-looking early post-war 
Ford E494C van, behind which a milkman 
is crossing the road with his pedestrian- 
controlled electric float. There's another 
electric milk float, an Austin FF boxvan, a 
Buick and a platform lorry delivering further 
back. 

Looking the other way, we can see the 
Atlantean has reached the traffic lights, 
outside F Cowdy's shop, with a window 


display of ladies' blouses 
and handbags. That Vauxhall Wyvern was 
inconsiderately parked right on the corner 
- not sure where that older saloon can be 
heading, other than to crash into it - there's a 
Bedford A Type boxvan waiting at the lights 
to come the other way and an early 1950s 
Daimler parked across the road. 

With the pedestrians in coats, the whole 
scene shouts: "out of season holiday resort" 
which, of course, the New Brighton part of 
Wallasey was in January 1959. Even if you are 
not interested in the bus, this is a wonderful 
period road scene. Wonder what it looks like 
today...? (Pictures from the Stevens-Stratten 
Vintage Roadscene Picture Library) 
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ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE ) BOOKAZIIMES 


Order now while stocks last! Visit our website at: shop.kelsey.co.uk/haulage 
or telephone: 0845 241 5159 for UK orders and 0044 1959 543747 for international orders . 



THORNYCROFT- 
MADE IN 
BASINGSTOKE. 

LIKE SEDDON, LESS 
HAS BEEN WRITTEN 
ABOUT THE HISTORY 
OF THIS LORRY-MAKER, 
BUT THIS PUBLICATION 
HELPS MAKE UP, WITH 
OVER 200 PICTURES 
OF STEAM, PETROL 
AND DIESEL-DRIVEN 
VEHICLES, FROM CARS 
TO GIANT MILITARY AND 
OFF-ROAD VEHICLES, 
FROM THE ARCHIVES 
OFTHETHORNYCROFT 
SOCIETY, WITH FULL 
CAPTIONS GIVING 
SPECIFICATIONS AND 
DETAILS OF HOWTHE 
VEHICLES WERE SUITED 
TO THEIR OPERATORS' 
REQUIREMENTS. 




TATE & LYLE TRANSPORT 


ARCHIVE PICTURES OF SUGAR distribution 
flHQUNDTHt(nUNTfiV BTTHIS WILL KNOWN NAME 


TATE & LYLE 
TRANSPORT 

PICTURES OF THE 
LORRIES USED FORTHE 
DISTRIBUTION OF SUGAR 
AROUND THE COUNTRY 
BYTHIS HOUSEHOLD 
NAME, USING THE 
ARCHIVES OF A WELL- 
KNOWN ENTHUSIAST, 
WHO WORKED FORTHE 
COMPANY FOR MANY 
YEARS, SHOWING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
VEHICLES FORTHE JOB 
AND CHANGES IN THE 
ORGANIZATION. 





BRITISH ROAD SERVICES 

A LOOK BACK AT THE GOLDEN YEARS 


RoadscenE 


BRITISH ROAD 
SERVICES - 
A LOOK BACK AT THE 
GOLDEN YEARS. 

THE MANY ENTHUSIASTS 
INTERESTED IN BRITISH 
ROAD SERVICES WILL 
ENJOY THIS FEAST 
OF PICTURES OF THE 
COMPANY'S LORRIES 
IN BOTH COLOUR AND 
BLACK AND WHITE, 
TAKEN BY CONFIRMED 
BRS EXPERT, THE LATE 
MIKE HOULE.THEY 
SHOWING VEHICLES 
OF MANY DIFFERENT 
MAKES, MAINLY IN THE 
1950S AND '60S, AT 
DEPOTS AROUND THE 
COUNTRY, WHEN BRS 
WAS AT ITS PEAK. 



SEDDON - 
OLDHAM'S FINEST 
SINCE 1938. 

USING OVER 200 
PICTURES, MOST NOT 
SEEN FOR MANY 
YEARS, PLUS PERIOD 
BROCHURES, WE 
LOOK AT THE HISTORY 
OF THIS LORRY 
MANUFACTURER'S 
PRODUCTS FROM THE 
COMPANY'S EARLY DAYS, 
THROUGH THEIR HEYDAY 
IN THE EARLY POST-WAR 
YEARS, TO PRESERVED 
VEHICLES AT RALLIES. 


Back issues: UK Price: £8.95 per issue, including postage & packing. Europe order price: £9.45 per issue. 

Rest of the world order price: £10.45 per issue. 

(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: FREEPOST RATKZ-HYRL-CCZX, ROAD HAULAGE BACK ISSUES, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD, CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM KENT, TNI6 3AG 
(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: ROAD HAULAGE BACK ISSUES, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD, CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENT, TN16 3AG, UK. 




ROAD HfiULME ARCHIVE 


BOOKAZIIUES 


I wish to order the following Road Haulage back issues: 



X) 


Digital back issues available from 

www.pocketmags.com 

search Road Haulage. 


□ I WISH TO PAY BY CHEQUE 

I enclose my cheque for £ . (payable to Kelsey Publishing Ltd) 

□ I WISH TO PAY BY DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 

fi* □ □ 7 ^ □ Cd □ 

Card number: . 

Valid from: . Expiry date: . 

Security code: . Issue number (Maestro only): . 


Name (as appears on card): 
Address: . 


.Postcode: 

E-mail (optional): . 

Telephone: . 


Signature: . 

Kelsey Media uses a multi layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details call 01959 543524 or visit shop.kelsey.co.uk/haulage. If you 
have any questions please ask as submitting your details indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to 
you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01959 543524. 
























































THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 




Details May Be Subject to Change 


38124 Bristol VRT UNITED COUNTIES 

In Tilling green livery United Counties operated services far and wide across the 
Home Counties from their base in Bedford. Our model is registered UBD 756H, 
fleet number 756 and is shown working on route 128 to Cambridge. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 


31515 RM Routemaster LONDON TRANSPORT 

An amusing combination on this London Transport Routemaster is the 
reoccurrence of the number 177. Registered VLT 177, fleet number RM 177 is 
working on route 177 to Abbey Wood. This bus was based at New Cross garage 
and is one of the few to carry the London Transport logo without the line under 
the words. NOVEMBER RELEASE 



22914 Bedford TK Boxvan RAIL EXPRESS PARCELS 

This short twin axle Bedford TK in Rail Express Parcels livery is sure to please model 
and rail enthusiasts alike. Registered RAE 716M, fleet number 4TK 6714 MW 
would have been a familiar sight at Rail Depots. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 



25212 Bristol RELL Bus SOUTHDOWN N.B.C. 

Continuing our Southdown centenary model theme this time in N.B.C. colours. 
Bristol RELL UCD 603J, fleet number 603 is seen operating route 48 to Old Steine 
near the Royal Pavilion, Brighton. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 



24823 Plaxton Minibus NORFOLK GREEN 

Norfolk Green has proved a very popular fleet on our models with the SLF Dart 
selling out almost as soon as it was released. The second release of our Plaxton 
Minibus in their colours features re registered N967 ENA, fleet number 402 
working route 47 to Magdalen near Downham Market, Norfolk. 

OCTOBER RELEASE 



28608 GM Standard Atlantean FIRST GREATER MANCHESTER 

In Manchester the "Tomato Soup" livery was either loved or loathed in equal 
measure. Over the years First made subtle changes to their livery and our model 
features 4522 registered SND 522X on route 559 to Bolton and features the bold 
Greater Manchester markings. nrrnRFR rfi facf 



29807 Wright Dennis Lance SOUTHEND TRANSPORT 

Southend's Wright bodied Lance's served the Corporation for many years, 
eventually becoming part of the First fleet serving Essex, one has now gone into 
preservation. Fleet number LSL 004 registered M764 JPA is working route 6 to 
Eastwood, Kent Elms. 

OCTOBER RELEASE 


33802 Bristol RELH Coach LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD CAR 

Lincolnshire is an interesting fleet working one of the larger counties so it's 
vehicles were well travelled. Their Bristol RELH fleet numbered 2822 and registered 
WVL 515 is working an Excursion as many of these coaches did. 

NOVEMBER RELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

www.exclusivefirsteditions.com 









































